GGC meeting, Tue, 7/15/25, Welcome Center conference room, 5:30pm

Zoom: https://hws.zoom.us/j/92156663764?pwd=UJJ7ExYP7DwblO0Ps2Et1zmjlqPfEb.1#success

Present: Pat Wallace, Chair; Jim Stiles, Richard Cox, Sara Britting, Anne Hoyt, James Anderson,
Pat Keefe. Joining via Zoom: Heather Emery (comments emailed)

A, Call to Order. Approved June’s Meeting Minutes: Motion: PK, 2nd: RC
 
B, Reports:
	1, Castle Creek fence/debris update. AH: talked to Scott Dehollander who talked to someone on Buildings & Property. Cornell AgTech will remove their old fence from the Hoyt property across to PreEmption. Not sure about from the Hoyt property towards Seneca Lake. Requested HWS student help for the August Day of Service.
RC: will they remove the debris?
AH: Maybe we could pile it near the creek.
HE: Suggest adding signage near Castle Creek to discourage littering or educate the public on its ecological value.
	2, Hotel area of City Lakefront Park gardening update: AH: Cat Price is leaving BID
PW: oh, no!
AH: that was my reaction, too. She’s come a long way in understanding the parks. Kathryn Slining Haynes and I are taking her out to lunch 8/25/25 and you’re all welcome to join us. The Park is weed-ridden; I can understand the hotel’s concern.
JA: BluePrint has 15 youth volunteers. They started last week and will be going through mid-Aug. They’re paid via the Ontario County Workforce.
HE: Ask what types of materials are salvaged and how the community can help (e.g., donating supplies, hosting collection points).
	3, Garden Walk feed-back: JH, via email: “We had 35-40 attendees for the June Garden Walk, which given the oppressive heat (93 and humid!!) was a win! We had 18 participating homes, mostly from Pulteney Park up to Nursery Avenue. We are still working out a date for an August Garden Walk and Tomato Competition (likely at Lake Drum), but that should be nailed down by the end of this weekend. If you, or anyone you know, would like to be part of the vegetable garden walk or would like to help organize the vegetable garden walk, please send me an email :)

Best,
Julia”

HE: Suggest creating a map or digital tour guide for next year, with QR codes at each garden. Propose offering workshops ahead of the next walk to encourage new participants.

	4. Ironman Triathlon event salvaging attempt: JA: We weren’t quick enough. The dumpster was full that night but gone the next morning.
HE: what types of materials are salvaged and how can the community help (e.g., donating supplies, hosting collection points)? Propose turning it into a broader “Sustainable Event Guide” for future Geneva events.
	5, Ontario County remote solid waste meeting 6/26/25: JS: the meeting was vague, non-committal. Someone commented that they didn’t know how much could be done due to the County mandates. JS asked what the County mandates were, but the person didn’t know. JS asked afterwards but didn’t hear back yet. Thought that the RFP was pretty good, innovative ways to decrease solid waste, will follow up. My County Supervisor is Lou Guard.
SB: He’s leaving…. We need to replicate Diane Cohan’s Ithaca ReUse Center.
AH: Email Jan and cc the GGC.
SB: Who’s running the Doran Av facility? Who owns it? Only 5% of the City residents use it, but Jacob says that 40% of the Town residents use theirs.
AH: The City owns and runs it.
JS: the attendant is named Tommy, a City employee.
General discussion regarding how to spread the word about the facility: (Nicole tabled at Mission Zero for this), the City includes it in their weekly email blasts (PW will ask how many receive this email), we could make/share Facebook and Instagram posts, write a guest column for the FLT, get a blurb on WEOS, table at the Farmers’ Market with short info sheet to hand out, include a ½ page info sheet in the water bills for those who still get hard copies, ask City Councilors to tell their constituents. Would Wegmans be willing to let us set up an education table? JS will ask. 
HE: what steps were proposed for improving recycling compliance or reducing landfill waste in Geneva? Bring up Geneva’s participation in regional waste planning. Share feedback on the Ontario County solid waste poll. Ask how the committee will address food waste—mention community composting, worm bins, or educational outreach at farmers markets or schools. Ask if Geneva has metrics on how much waste it diverts from landfills annually.

C, Discussions:
1. JS had previously suggested using GGC funds to buy a copy of The Worm Farmers' Handbook by Rhonda Sherman
PW: Motion to use GGC funds to purchase a copy at Stomping Grounds to give to the Doran Ave Resource Recovery Park attendant, currently Tommy.
RC: 2nd, and will do, and pass the Invoice to Irene at BluePrint.
PW: all those in favor? (ayes all around, no nays) Motion carried.
HE: Support this! Ask about integrating vermicomposting into public school curricula or community garden efforts. Offer to help with workshops or a demo bin if you have experience (or are interested in learning).
2, Green, Sustainable Prosperity Through Efficiency: this is Jim Stiles’ outlined suggestions, a version of which he shared via email.
HE: Request more detail about what efficiency means in this context—energy, transportation, food systems, etc. Offer to help research or draft a community plan highlighting:
0. Renewable energy initiatives
0. Sustainable local business incentives
0. Water conservation strategies
JS: this is an outline, build vision, list steps, revise, change over time.
PW: I’ll make it into a google doc.
JS: add as we go along, relate to Master Plan, long process for consensus.
SB: What about ClimateSmart Communities?
JS: ClimateSmart is simplistic, quick hits, need structural, e.g., thermal networks, a low-temp geothermal well in your back yard. Use the waste heat from large facilities, e.g. the freezers at Wegmans, wastewater heat.
AH: ClimateSmart gets points, including having a Plan, but guidelines are non-existent.
JS: then we’re free to do whatever we want, Surette Sessions open to the public
PW: and the points can make grant money available to accomplish these projects.
AH: My ultimate goal is to make Geneva attractive both aesthetically and affordability-wise so that people want to live here. next steps include writing a Doran Ave ad for WEOS.
JS: will write something for the FLT.
PW: will work with JA (and/or City Clerk staff) to get a post onto facebook and Insta
AH: tabling info for Farmers’ Market
RC: need to print posters for the Fall Native Plant Sale, 9/27, 8am-1pm at the Farmers’ Market
PW: do I have a motion to adjourn?
RC; so move
JS: 2nd 
The meeting adjourned at 6:40pm
D, Announcements:
1, Ongoing: Weeding Wednesdays: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E48ADAC2AA4F5C16-48380529-weeding/150107481#/
HE: Sign up and suggest offering incentives (like a community raffle or free native seeds). Propose themed days like “Invasive ID & Removal Day.”
2, Ongoing: Ontario County Solid Waste info & poll: https://bandl.mysocialpinpoint.com/ontario-county-lswmp
HE: Encourage everyone to complete the survey and share it on local Facebook or community boards. Suggest a local listening session to gather more input.
3, Early Aug ‘25 Neighbors Together veggie garden walk
HE: Offer to participate or help organize. Suggest garden labeling, recipe sharing, or mini produce swaps.
4,  Near Labor Day: home-grown tomato contest with multiple entry categories (largest, prettiest, best flavor)
HE: Suggest a category for “Most Unusual Variety” or “Kids’ Pick.” Recommend collaboration with local chefs or restaurants to judge or showcase tomatoes.
5, 9/20/25 SunDay: https://www.sunday.earth/welcome
HE: Propose setting up a GGC table at the event to promote composting, sustainable gardening, and water conservation.
