
 

 
 

T H E  G E N E V A  C I T Y  C O U N C I L 

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

December 1, 2021 – 7:00 PM 

Cornell AgriTech Campus, Jordan Hall 
630 W. North Street 
Geneva, NY  14456 

 
Presiding – Steve Valentino, Mayor 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

Present:    Clr. Regan, Clr. Camera, Clr. Gaglianese, Clr Pruett, Clr. Burrall, Clr. Pealer, and 

    Clr. Salamendra  

 Excused:  Clr. Noone  

 

 

2. PROCLAMATION – Fire Chief Bruce Moore 

 

 

3. AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA 

 

Clr. Camera asked to make an amendment to the agenda to include a discussion and opportunity for 

council to weigh in on, and provide their thoughts about, the PILOT offered by the Geneva IDA for the 

property on Lochland Road.   

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Camera; seconded by Clr. Salamendra 

MOVED THAT an amendment be made to the agenda to add discussion about the 

PILOT offered for the property on Lochland Road 

ROLL CALL VOTE:   Aye – Clr. Salamendra, Clr. Regan, and Clr. Camera 

                     Nay - Clr. Gaglianese, Clr. Burrall, Clr. Pealer, Mayor Valentino, and  

       Clr. Pruett   

        Absent - Clr. Noone 

  MOTION DEFEATED 

 

 

4. PUBLIC HEARING - Renewal of Electric Franchise with NYSEG 

 

Mayor Valentino opened the public hearing at 7:09pm, and with no one coming forward, he closed the 

public hearing at 7:10pm 



 

 
 

5. FOUNDRY UPDATE  

 

I. New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)  

Neighborhood Remediation Update 

 
Remedial Design 

• Structural inspections were conducted at additional properties located south of Lewis Street 
along Genesee Street, Geneva Street, and Tillman Street. Remediation of these properties is 
expected to occur in 2022 and 2023.  

• Progress continued on remedial design plans for the group of properties located north of 
Middle Street along the east side of Exchange Street and the west side of Wadsworth Street. 
Remediation of these properties is expected to occur in 2022.  

• Progress resumed on remedial design plans for Genesee Park based on input received from the 
City Manager regarding planned changes and improvements to the park after remediation. 
NYSDEC’s engineering contractor will continue to coordinate with the city as plans are further 
developed. Remediation of the park is expected to occur in fall 2022.  

  

Remedial Construction 

• Excavation and backfilling were completed within the block of eleven properties located in the 
area bounded by Genesee Street, State Street and Clinton Street. Restoration is substantially 
complete on this block. Additional fencing will continue to be installed this month, and 
remaining plants and trees will be replaced in 2022. 

• Replacement plants and trees were installed on the block of properties west of Genesee Park 
that includes addresses on Goodelle Terrace, Genesee Street, and Lewis Street. Additional 
plantings will be installed in spring 2022. 

• Remaining replacement plants and trees were planted at properties along Lewis Street east of 
Genesee Park. 

• Other restoration items were addressed throughout the areas remediated in 2021. 

• NYSDEC’s construction contractor has begun shutting down for the winter. The 2022 
construction season likely will begin in March or April 2022, depending on the weather. Work in 
2022 is expected to begin at six properties located south of Middle Street between Exchange 
Street and Wadsworth Street. 

 
II. City  

  

Genesee Park Remediation 

• Staff met with the NYSDEC team to discuss logistics for the remediation plans as well as the 
restoration plan next steps. 
 

Resident outreach – City of Geneva 

• FoodLink Curbside’s mobile market’s voucher program for fresh vegetables and fruits is 
operating with strict COVID-19 guidelines. The Friday schedule for the mobile truck is as 
follows: Salvation Army at 41 North Street from 11:15 AM to 12:15 PM, Lyceum Heights 
Apartments at 150 Lyceum St. 1:15 PM to 2:15 PM, Elmcrest Apartments at 99 Lewis St. from 
2:30 PM to 3:30 PM. Please check the schedule for market day updates by googling “FoodLink + 
Curbside Schedule” or going to Curbside Market - Foodlink Inc (foodlinkny.org).  If you have not 
used your voucher in some time, please contact Liz Toner at 315-828-6585 to sign up again.  

https://foodlinkny.org/program/curbside-market/


 

 
 

• The voucher program for the Dog Park is available with sign-ups in the City Clerk’s office at City 
Hall. All voucher programs are available for residents waiting for remediation.   

• The City’s liaison for the Foundry work is Liz Toner. etoner@geneva.ny.us or 315-828-6585. 
Residents with questions on the NYSDEC’s remedial design or construction activities can email 
Bob Gibson from the State’s consultant team from Ecology and Environment, Inc. at 
rgibson@ene.com. 

 

 

6. PRESENTATION – 2020 Audit Overview and Water and Sewer Fund Replenishment Plans 

 

Asst. City Manager Blowers told everyone that an audit is required every year through a third-party firm.  

He said that everything turned out great, and we ended up better than expected in dealing with our first 

pandemic.  He said there were no issues with our accounting practices, and management reporting was 

consistent with auditor’s findings.  He said that there were no uncorrected misstatements, and all reporting 

requirements have been satisfied.  Mr. Blowers said that there was a revenue deficit in the general fund 

due to COVID-19 of $416,649, but expenses were under budget by $170,680.  He said that the ARPA 

funds will cover the revenue loss.  He said that the unassigned fund balance at 12/31/2020 was 

$1,973,394, which is 11.83% of our 2021 budget, noting that our goal is to be between 12% and 15%.   

 

With regard to the water fund, Mr. Blowers said that revenues were $539,367 under budget, and our 

expenses were $120,001 under budget for a difference of $419,366.  He said that the unappropriated fund 

balance for water at 12/31/2020 was $33,537 which is about 0.93% of the 2021 budget.  He said that our 

goal is between 30% and 35%, so this is concerning, but he said staff has a replenishment plan he will be 

showing council. 

 

With regard to the sewer fund, Mr. Blowers said that revenues came in under budget by $50,139, and our 

expenses were under budget by $189,926 for a surplus of $139,787.  He said that the unassigned fund 

balance for sewer at 12/31/2020 was $1,087,361 which is about 21.10% of the 2021 Budget.  He said that 

our goal is between 30% and 35%, so this is also concerning. 

 

He explained that staff has a replenishment plan with a goal of getting the water fund increased by 

$1,209,718 and the sewer fund increased by $737,270.  Mr. Blowers said that $175,000 will be 

appropriated to the water fund, and $130,000 will be appropriated to the sewer fund balance, as a part of 

the annual budget, and this may also require an increase in rates or fees.  He said that the plan is also to 

cut expenses and add any fiscal year surpluses to fund balance by budget amendment.  He said that 

ARPA funds will play a part in replenishing these funds as well.  Mr. Blowers is optimistic that these two 

funds can be replenished either before, or by 2027, and he said staff will do their best to get these funds 

replenished in the shortest amount of time.    
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7. PRESENTATION – Police Budget Advisory Board 2022 Budget Recommendations 

 

Asst. City Manager Blowers told everyone that with the Police Budget Advisory Board being established in 

October of 2020 and board members being appointed in July 2021, there wasn’t enough time for the board 

to gain knowledge of the process before the 2022 budget went out.  However, he said that they have 

proposed six recommendations for the 2022 budget. 

 

1. Designate police budget funds (approx. $50,000) for a policing study and create a special committee 

to design the RFP for the study, led by the Police Budget Advisory Board.  Mr. Blowers said that 

management concurs with the recommendation but would like to wait until the scope is determined of 

what the NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) can do pro-bono and then decide if we 

want to do an RFP for a consultant to cover any additional items. 

a. Chief Passalacqua gave a brief update on the DCJS study. He said that the study has already 

started with an onsite visit on November 10, and they left staff with data and information they 

will need.  He said that staff has provided some of the information and are collecting the rest.  

He said that they should have something back to the city, finished and published, within six 

months, which would be April or May.  Chief Passalacqua said that the DCJS is only looking 

at facts and data; geographics, population, area covered, post assignments and how they 

deploy officers, shifts, how they break patrol sectors up, and seven annual reports.  He said 

they also asked for their reporting system data that goes to the federal government.  He noted 

that they did a study for the Ontario County Sheriff in 2018.   

2. Await the results of the study before filling any vacated positions in 2022 and reduce appropriate 

police budget lines by the amount that would be required to recruit and train any additional officers 

beyond those already in the academy.  Mr. Blowers said that management would again like to wait 

until the DCJS study recommendations are back before making changes to the current police officer 

numbers. 

3. Hold the publications/advertising line at $200 as they see no need for a 150% increase.  Mr. Blowers 

explained that these funds would be used for local safety campaigns such as Don’t Text & Drive, Don’t 

Drink and Drive, Halloween Safety, etc., noting that some costs have been paid for from other line 

items in the past. 

4. Authorize the purchase of one vehicle, not two as requested, and cost reduction from delaying a 

vehicle purchase can help defray the cost of a policing study.  Mr. Blowers said that vehicles are being 

paid for from the equipment reserve fund, which is separate from general fund monies that could be 

used for a study.  He said that staff recommends moving forward with the purchase of both vehicles as 

we are behind in the equipment replacement plan throughout the city. 

5. Request review and renegotiation of the scheduling aspects of the union contracts as much of the 

budget is related to these contracts and scheduling.  Mr. Blowers said that administrative shifts have 

occurred in the past year, and staff will continue to work with the chief, command staff, and police 

officer union to make adjustments to accommodate the staffing issues. 

6. Reduce overtime expense by permitting it for emergencies only.  Mr. Blowers said that currently, 

overtime is being used for emergency situations or purposes only with the only exception being 

requests by a third party for extra security detail, which is then paid back to the city to cover the costs. 

 



 

 
 

Mr. Blowers finished by saying that city staff will continue to work with the board with meetings happening 

on a monthly basis on the third Thursday of the month.  He added that a condensed version of the budget 

academy will be scheduled in the coming months.   

 

 

8. CONSIDERATION OF MEETING MINUTES 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Camera; seconded by Clr. Pealer 

MOVED THAT the minutes of the October 27 Special and November 3 Regular Council 

Meeting be approved 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent)   

  

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Regan 

MOVED THAT the minutes of the November 15 Special Council Meeting be approved 

ROLL CALL VOTE:   Aye – Clr. Salamendra, Clr. Gaglianese, Clr. Burrall, Clr. Camera, 

       Clr. Pealer, Clr. Regan, and Clr. Pruett  

      Abstain - Mayor Valentino   

   Absent – Clr. Noone 

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

9. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Joe Wukitsch said that he has owned his house at 35 Columbia Street for 10 years, and he is selling it to 

his daughter.  He said he has called the city in the past about a tree buckling his sidewalk, and now that he 

is selling the house, he is being told by the city that he needs to replace the sidewalk.  He said that the 

tree is a Norway Maple planted in a space of about 42”, but he was told by the DEC that Norway Maples 

grow to greater than 6’ in diameter.  He understands the sidewalk safety issue, but he wants the tree 

removed to prevent problems in the future.  He said he was told that Geneva is considered an urban 

forestry city, but the DEC said they feel that Norway Maples are an invasive species, and they don’t 

recommend planting them near sidewalks.  He questioned whether there is a law that says he cannot 

remove his sidewalk.  He would rather remove the sidewalk if the city is not willing to help with the removal 

of the tree. 

 

 

10.  MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Clr. Pruett said that the Shadetree Committee looked into Mr. Wukitsch’s tree issue, and he noted that 

Norway Maples have been taken off the planting list.  Clr. Pruett said that this will be his last council 

meeting as he has issued his formal resignation to the city clerk.  He said he would like to comment on the 

quality of individuals here in the city who have a strong interest in making Geneva better.  He thanked the 

GOP and Conservative Party for sponsoring him.  He thanked Adam Blowers, on the Finance Committee.  



 

 
 

He said that Mr. Blowers did research and came back with information and quite a few valuable concepts.  

He said that he feels one of the hardest working people is City Clerk, Lori Guinan.  He said he also can’t 

imagine a better employee than Director of Public Works, Joe Venuti as he is always cheerful and 

productive.  He said Fire Chief, Mike Combs has impressed him quite a bit and also Katie Labbe and 

everyone involved with the zoning work.  He said that from the Finger Lakes Times, Steve and Mike have 

done a good job reporting on the city.  On the Shadetree Committee, Joe Venuti, Jim Norwalk, Charlie 

Rouse and Jay Frere have worked hard.  Lastly, he commended the work Kerry Lippincott has done on 

the Heritage Trail, noting that history will bring tourists into our city.  He said that in Ward 6 they will be 

holding a meeting Friday from 4-7 in the Courtyard Community Room.  He said they will be assessing the 

Brownfield in terms of accessibility to the lakefront and Lehigh Valley Trail.  He asked if the development 

on the corner of Exchange and North Streets was moving along, and City Manager Gerling said it was.  

Lastly, he thanked the people who show up at meetings noting that council responds to opinions. 

 

Clr. Salamendra said that in honor of National Human Rights Day, the Human Rights Commission 

presents “Know Your Community” resources.  They want to make sure that organizations in our city are 

accessible to all regardless of social identity or status and want us to start to build a better community.  

That will be December 9th from 12-1, and anyone interested can reach out to Erica Collins.  She told Clr. 

Pruett that working with him has been a joy. 

 

Clr. Regan said that the sidewalk issue needs to be looked at since it cannot be fixed with an exception to 

one or two people.  She suggested a work session to look at the city code.  She said that the Green 

Committee met and their subcommittee met about the landfill closing.  She said that she is glad to see 

Darren McGee, Professor at HWS, is the chair of that committee.  She said this committee will work for 

one year; once a month.  She thanked Clr. Pruett for all he has added to council and hopes he realizes the 

value of what he did contribute.  She said she appreciated the depth of his research and has learned a lot 

from him.  She said she hopes he stays connected.  Lastly, she wished everyone a Happy Holiday. 

 

Clr. Camera thanked Clr. Pruett for his service and agreed that he appreciates the depth of his research.  

He wished him the best.  He said that the Lakefront Railway Integration Committee approved by council 

was formed to do research on a plan for a new scheme for managing the railroad and possibly move it 

east to gain access to the lakefront.  He said they will be meeting the first Friday of the month, and they 

have contacted Finger Lakes Railroad and the County IDA.  They will be getting some information from the 

County IDA Director at their upcoming meeting.  He said he is optimistic.  He said he heard that the county 

is in receipt of funding for integration, and he feels the city is a place where the funding is designed to 

support.  With regard to the IDA PILOT, he said he would like to hear from other councilors.  He said he 

originally supported the project and was concerned with the rezoning as he feels Geneva needs to grow 

out of its financial problems.  He said that it is unfortunate that this is not the deal he expected.  He said he 

asked more than once if they would be paying taxes and what the expected return was.  He thought 

around $400,000 would be coming to the general fund, and is not sure who negotiated this.  He said he is 

disappointed and wished council had an executive session to discuss the offer before it was made.  He 

questioned where else this group had properties similar to ours, and what kind of guarantee they could 

offer the city that they will build the townhomes or condominiums.  He voiced his concern that if they are 



 

 
 

called condominiums, they will receive a 34% reduction in their assessment.  Lastly, he said he is opposed 

to the PILOT.    

 

Clr. Pealer said Happy Thanksgiving, Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas.  He said that he has a 

manhole in the middle of his sidewalk, so he knows we do not have a good sidewalk policy, but he thinks 

Ithaca does it right, and there are smarter ways to fix this.  He announced that the Geneva Police 

Department is taking part in Toys for Tots, and toys can be dropped off until December 10th.  He said that 

recreation is cruising at the ice rink, and he feels we could have more open skate time on the weekends.  

He said that anyone interested in skating, can call 789-2277. 

 

Clr. Burrall thanked Mr. Wukitsch for coming to the podium, noting that it doesn’t make sense to continue 

with the current ordinance.  He announced that upcoming blood drives will be Dec 17th at the Presbyterian 

Church from 1-7pm, December 8 at Geneva General Hospital from 10-4pm, December 22nd at the Hydrant 

Hose Fire Company from 11-4pm, and December 30th at the Hall Fire Department from 2-6:30pm.  He said 

that Jingle in Geneva week continues in the Seneca Street parking lot with St. Peters Arts Academy Choir 

at 5:30pm, pop-up vendors on Exchange and Seneca Streets, Linden Street will be closing Friday at 

4:30pm with wine touring and live alpacas, and the Geneva Christian Fellowship Choir will be performing.  

The Mayor’s Tree Lighting also will be Friday.  He mentioned some concerns with the downtown DRI and 

loading zones taking away retail parking spaces, and sign pollution making it confusing and affecting traffic 

to businesses.  He said people are questioning when they will be putting down the last layer of asphalt as 

sewer covers are higher than the driving surface.  He said there are also questions about the status of the 

electric charging stations in the Seneca Street parking lot.  He said that there was also a question if 

residents could use the public hydrants in the Spring to water sod in the Foundry area rather than 

residents using, and paying for, their own water.  When he asked the city manager if the winter parking 

regulation would be in effect this year like last, City Manager Gerling said they would, but residents need 

to sign up again on the new website.  He said that a duck hunter’s truck got stuck in the mud when it 

parked outside the parking area at the lakefront.  He asked who would be responsible for the damage to 

city property.  He said that the Historic Districts Commission and the College Livability Task Force did not 

meet this past month.  Lastly, Clr. Burrall said that he cuts down trees for exercise, and he has decided to 

start selling the extra wood that he has and giving the money to the Shadetree Committee and nursery 

tree planting program.  He said he plans to sell and deliver firewood, and donate the proceeds.  Tonight, 

he has a check for $150, and he hopes to set up a separate line item for the nursery, to purchase shade 

trees, or even for removal of trees or the Arbor Day celebration.  He said goodbye to his friend, Clr. Pruett, 

saying that he will miss him and his participation. He wished everyone a safe and happy holiday. 

 

Clr. Gaglianese said that the sidewalk issue mentioned tonight is one that many residents have, and he 

feels the city needs to rewrite the bylaws.  He thanked Clr. Pruett for becoming a friend on council noting 

that he fully respects him.  He said that Geneva is fortunate to have the IDA based in our city and thanked 

the members who have moved Geneva forward.  He said we need to have faith in their long-term vision 

noting that one of their jobs is to offer incentives to get businesses to move here.  He gave a shout out and 

thank you to Jessica Avila and Yadinette Negron for organizing the Geneva Parent Communication 

Council at the schools.  Lastly, he wished everyone a Happy Holiday and Happy New Year. 



 

 
 

 

Mayor Valentino read a report from Clr. Noone:  Since the last city council meeting, the Police Review 

Board has had 1 monthly meeting of the full board, 5 committee meetings, 1 training, and 1 meeting with 

an HWS class that is studying movements for police accountability and asked to have a conversation with 

the PRB.  The next PRB monthly meeting is tomorrow night at 6:30 in the Geneva Housing Authority’s 

Conference Room B, and it will be streamed live on the city’s YouTube channel.  As the plans reported 

last month indicated, Chief Passalacqua came to participate in the PRB’s monthly meeting for November.  

The Chief and the PRB had a productive conversation about the materials the PRB developed to intake 

complaints and the Chief’s current policies and practices for reviewing and responding to accusations of 

officer misconduct.  The PRB has since made changes to their complaint intake documents based on their 

conversations with Chief Passalacqua.   The PRB is now going to have 3 community forums to get public 

feedback on its proposed Complaint Form and the accompanying Instructions.  Both documents are 

available on the PRB’s page of the city’s website.  The first Community Forum will take place as a public 

comment period during the PRB’s regular monthly meeting tomorrow at 6:30 p.m. in Conference Room B 

of the Geneva Housing Authority.  The other two Community Forums will be stand-alone events, the first 

taking place Saturday December 4 at 4 p.m. in Conference Room B of the Geneva Housing Authority and 

the second taking place on Tuesday December 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the Boys and Girls Club’s Carter Road 

location.  Anyone attending a forum in person can simply sign up to speak upon arrival.  All speakers will 

be asked to limit their comments to 2 minutes.  Community members can also sign up to deliver their 

comments via Zoom for the two forums at the Geneva Housing Authority (December 2 and December 4) 

by emailing Geneva.PRB@gmail.com in advance.   

 

Mayor Valentino announced that the Mayor’s Tree Lighting will be this Friday starting at 5:30pm with 

Finger Lakes Chorus singing until Santa arrives at 6:00pm.  Staff asks everyone to socially distance 

outside, and masks will be required for everyone indoors.        

 

 

11. CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

City Manager Gerling said that the DRI project is wrapping up for the year, and Director of Public Works, 

Joe Venuti is looking at loading zones and signs.  She said they are not finished with the asphalt until next 

year.  She said that the IDA has a vacancy with Frank Cecere leaving.  She said there will be a council 

work session Monday Dec 6th to discuss recreation.  She said that she, Adam Blowers, and Dave 

Sharman will be at the meeting to provide information if needed.  She thanked Adam Blowers and Kelly 

Doeblin on the audit.  She announced the Holiday Farmer’s Market will be December 11th from 9-2 at the 

Welcome Center with carriage rides along the lakefront.  Lastly, she thanked Clr. Pruett for his work on 

council.   

 

 

 

 

mailto:Geneva.PRB@gmail.com


 

 
 

12. SECOND READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 335 OF THE CITY CODE, PARKING 

ON HERBERT STREET  

 

City Manager Gerling presented the following ordinance for second reading: 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Geneva, New York that Chapter 335, entitled “Vehicles & 
Traffic” of the City of Geneva Municipal Code be amended as follows: 

 
WHERAS, the current section 335-17, entitled “Parking standing and stopping restrictions."  Indicates No 
special parking restrictions for Herbert Street, and  

 
WHERAS, the City Director of Public Works recommends no parking from the south curb line of East North 
Street to a point 40 feet southerly on the west side of Herbert Street, and   

 
That Section 335-17.  entitled “Parking standing and stopping restrictions."  is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

 
Herbert Street: On the west side: No parking from the south curb line of East North Street to a 
point 40 feet southerly. 

 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Pruett; seconded by Clr. Pealer  

MOVED THAT this ordinance be approved for second reading 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent)   

 

 

13. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH NEW YORK STATE ELECTRIC AND GAS 

CORP. FOR AN ELECTRIC FRANCHISE IN THE CITY OF GENEVA, NY  

 

City Manager Gerling presented the following resolution: 

 

NEW YORK STATE ELECTRIC & GAS CORPORATION having submitted the consent of the City of 
Geneva, County of Ontario and State of New York, that it may carry on the electric utility business in the 
said City and may occupy the streets and public places in said City for that purpose and as otherwise 
provided herein, and a public hearing having been held after due notice thereof having been given as 
required by the City Law, and said application having been duly considered by the Council of the City of  
at a meeting duly held on December 1, 2021. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Geneva does hereby grant to said New York 
State Electric & Gas Corporation, its successors and assigns, upon due acceptance in writing, a franchise 
for a term of TEN (10) YEARS to lay, place and maintain conduits, to contain wires for transmitting 
electricity and to erect and maintain in any of the streets, avenues, lanes, highways, public alleys and 
other public places, poles, lines, wires, insulators, transformers, arms, braces, and all other necessary or 
usual attachments and devices, and to suspend from the poles and wires to be so erected electric lights 
for street lighting and other purposes, and to connect said wires with all public and private buildings in 
said City for the purpose of lighting the same with electricity, and to distribute over said wires at all times 



 

 
 

such an electric current as shall be required and necessary and proper for such street lighting and for 
lighting the public and private buildings, and such electricity and electric current over said wires for the 
purpose of heat and/or power to be used in any of said public or private buildings. 

  
That at all times after the placing of said poles and the installation of said wires, said Company shall be 
permitted to examine and keep the same in proper condition and repair, and do all necessary work 
properly to maintain the construction thereof. 
 
The Company shall provide space and facilities in or near its trenches for other services rendered to the 
public, including communications services, in said City, so long as the interested party is prepared to 
share the cost, and to extend its facilities beyond the limits of the City as may be necessary and incident 
to its business as a Company that furnishes electric service and which provides space and facilities in or 
near its trenches for other services. 
 
PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that all poles, wires and fixtures shall be placed in such a manner as to cause 
as little inconvenience to the public in the use of such highways as is practicable and consistent with the 
safety and efficiency of such poles, wires and fixtures. 

  
PROVIDED FURTHER, that all of said poles, wires and fixtures shall be placed, constructed and 
maintained in a proper and workmanlike manner so that the same shall in no way endanger the public, 
and the said Company shall at all times indemnify and save harmless said City and the members of said 
City Council from and against any and all actions, suits, damages, costs, charges and expenses by 
reason of the location and maintenance of said poles, wires and fixtures in any of the streets, highways, 
avenues, lanes and other public places, or by reason of any act done or omitted to be done in the 
premises by said Company. 

  
PROVIDED FURTHER, whenever said Company shall have occasion to make an opening in the surface 
of any street, highway or other public place for the purpose of laying or repairing any conduits, poles, 
wires or fixtures, it will first procure any permits necessary under the law or ordinances of said City 
(except in an emergency), will conduct such work in a careful and workmanlike manner, will cause as little 
disturbance of traffic as reasonably possible, and will restore the surface of such street, highway or other 
public place equal to or better than its former condition, including restoration of pavements where it has 
been necessary to disturb the same. 

 
  

PROVIDED FURTHER, that this grant of a Franchise is made upon the condition that permission be 
secured from the Public Service Commission as is required by law. 

  
RESOLVED, that the City Mayor and City Council of the City of Geneva be and hereby are authorized 
and directed to execute and deliver the written consent of the City as herein provided. 
 
Dated: ______________,  2021 

 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Pealer 

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent)   

 



 

 
 

14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SEWER RATES 

 

Asst. City Manager Blowers presented the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, a public hearing is required pursuant to the General Municipal Law for the purpose of 
establishing a local law for sewer rental rates. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Geneva, New York that a public 
hearing shall be held on January 5, 2021 at 7:00 PM, or as soon thereafter as it may be held, which public 
hearing shall be for the purpose of receiving comments on a proposed local law establishing sewer rental 
charges for the use of public sewers; and 

 
 FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that notice of said public hearing shall be posted in accordance with law. 

 

 

Mr. Blowers noted that there is no change to the sewer rate. 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Pruett; seconded by Clr. Pealer  

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent)   

 

 

15. FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 341 OF THE GENEVA MUNICIPAL CODE 

– WATER AND SEWERS 

 

Asst. City Manager Blowers presented the following ordinance for first reading: 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s Comprehensive Plan charges us with financing necessary infrastructure and 

service delivery in a fiscally responsible manner; and 

WHEREAS, a robust water treatment and distribution system is critical to attracting and retaining 

residents and industry; and 

WHEREAS, in order to maintain the highest level of service possible for the best value, City Council 

needs to adjust water rates from time to time to reflect changes in costs of treatment and distribution. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Geneva City Council, hereby and in due form, does 

amend Section 341-17 and 341-18 to affect the changes to water rates for residents and non-residents, 

as is outlined on the schedule below.  This change to become effective upon two readings of this 

Ordinance. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Water Rate Table   
 

 

Size of Meter in Inches (In) Water Allowance in Gallons Minimum Charge Per Gallon Over Min.  

5/8 4,000 $32.80  $0.00594  

3/4 8,000 $65.59  $0.00612  

1 15,000 $123.00  $0.00630  

1.5 34,000 $278.78  $0.00649  

2 60,000 $491.96  $0.00668  

3 120,000 $983.93  $0.00688  

4 184,000 $1,508.68  $0.00709  

6 371,000 $3,041.97  $0.00730  

8 634,000 $5,198.40  $0.00752  

    

Size of Meter in Inches (Out) Water Allowance in Gallons Minimum Charge Per Gallon Over Min.  

5/8 4,000 $56.99 $0.00985 

3/4 8,000 $113.97 $0.00985 

1 15,000 $230.87 $0.01034 

1.5 90,000 $523.30 $0.01034 

2 105,000 $923.48 $0.01086 

3 120,000 $1,846.93 $0.01086 

4 210,000 $2,410.60 $0.01086 

6 419,000 $4,860.49 $0.01086 

8 715,000 $8,306.07 $0.01086 
 

      
 

Mr. Blowers noted there is no change to the resident rates, and no significant change to the non-resident rates. 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Pealer; seconded by Clr. Gaglianese  

MOVED THAT this ordinance be approved for first reading  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent)    

 

 

16. FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 300 – SOLID WASTE 

 

Asst. City Manager Blowers presented the following ordinance for first reading: 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GENEVA, NEW YORK THAT CHAPTER 

300 OF THE GENEVA CITY CODE, ENTITLED “SOLID WASTE”, BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Subdivision 300-7 is amended by adding a new sub paragraph C as follows: 

C. The City of Geneva may issue one additional license, identified as a “Micro- Hauler License”, 

authorizing the operator to use a pickup truck, a trailer, or a vehicle other than a vehicle defined in 



 

 
 

Section 300-9 (A) of this Code, to collect solid waste, construction debris, and recycling, and dispose 

of same in compliance with all local, state, and federal laws regarding solid waste management. 

The operator shall comply with all provisions of Section 300-9 of this Code other than provided above. 

The holder of said license shall pay a yearly fee of $350.00 

Said Licensee shall retain the right to renew its Micro Hauler License annually unless the license is 

revoked by City Council, or the holder discontinues operations in the City for a period greater than 60 

days. A Micro Hauler License issued pursuant to this section shall be for a period of one year or less, 

subject, however, to the revocation thereof as provided herein.  

The current sub paragraph C, of Subdivision 300-7 renumbered as such by Ordinance No 4-2021 shall 

be re-lettered sub paragraph “D”. 

 

Asst. City Manager Blowers told everyone that this change would allow one additional hauler for 

picking up solid waste, construction debris and recycling with a pickup truck at a fee of $350 annually.  

He noted that this would not be tied to the compost facility, but would be a benefit.   

Clr. Regan said she is in favor of tying this license to the Resource Recovery Park as this was 

envisioned as a place to take everything as a way of getting rid of all waste in one place.  She said 

with a pay as you throw option, people would get a bin to put in their car.  She said that we may see 

clothing collections, e-waste, mattresses, or other specific products at different times.  She said that 

school field trips can come to the facility for education as there are many important innovations.  She 

reminded everyone that this is a locally owned business, and they can handle the waste while 

recycling as much as possible. 

Clr. Burrall said he thought this was going to be tied to the Doran Avenue operation and feels it should 

be so they are not in direct competition with other haulers.  He voiced his concern that there are no 

day limitations in this ordinance like with the other haulers.  He also questioned that there is no 

limitation on the number of vehicles or restriction on towing trailers.  He feels this ordinance is pretty 

loose at the moment, but a fantastic concept.  He asked how the city decides who gets the license and 

how many will be issued.  He also said that he thought it was going to be done for single jobs and not 

a regular route.   

Clr. Pruett said he is concerned with the impact on other haulers in the city and would like the 

ordinance to require this hauler to go to the recovery center.  He also questioned charging a fee per 

truck.   

Clr. Camera said that the two composters at the park are currently full, and he feels two more could be 

built.  He said he would like to see this license tied to the transfer station also and feels more 

information is needed in the ordinance. 

Clr. Gaglianese said he supports what Jacob Fox is doing, but he also cares about the businesses 

who have been here for many years and wants it fair for all.   



 

 
 

Mayor Valentino said he sees an opportunity to modify this ordinance.  City Manager Gerling verified 

with council what the majority wanted modified, and she noted that the collector would take the 

collections to the Resource Recovery Park, the days would be limited similarly to the current license 

holders including a fee to reflect that, and there would be a limit to the number of vehicles.  Mayor 

Valentino suggested council vote on this ordinance to keep it moving, and staff will bring back an 

amended version for the second reading.   

   

 ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Pealer 

MOVED THAT this ordinance be approved for first reading  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent)   

 

 

17. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COMPTROLLER TO COLLECT TAX LIENS 

 

Asst. City Manager Blowers presented the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the City Comptroller has annually provided a list of properties in which there are certain 

accounts for housing inspections, grass cutting, rubbish removal and water charges, and in accordance 

with the City Charter must direct that a lien be placed upon these properties in order to allow the City to 

collect these bills in the same manner as taxes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Geneva, New York, that a lien 

be placed against the properties listed herein in the amount set forth and the City Comptroller levy, 

enforce and collect these liens in the same manner, at the same time and with the penalties as City 

taxes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



































 

 
 

When questioned, Mr. Blowers explained that these items will appear on the property owner’s 2022 tax 

bill, and there will be a special line item indicating what the amount is from. 

 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Camera; seconded by Clr. Pruett  

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent)    

 

 

18. RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2021 GENERAL, WATER AND SEWER FUND BUDGETS 

 

Asst. City Manager Blowers presented the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Geneva City Council approved an annual budget the general, water and sewer funds for 

2021; and 

WHEREAS, the annual budget includes an allocation from the water and sewer funds to the general fund 

for allocation of staff time; and 

WHEREAS, that calculation can vary as things change throughout the fiscal year, resulting in a 

recalculation at the end of the year 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Geneva City Council, hereby, and in due form, does 

amend the 2021 General, Water and Sewer Fund Budgets as follows: 

 

GENERAL FUND BALANCE    $234,655 

WATER FUND BALANCE     ($119,788) 

SEWER FUND BALANCE     ($114,867) 

 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Pealer; seconded by Clr. Regan  

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent)   

 
 

19. RESOLUTION CLASSIFYING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS IN 2022 AS TYPE II ACTIONS 

UNDER SEQRA 

 

City Manager Gerling presented the following resolution: 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Geneva intends to bond for multiple 2018 capital improvement projects, and; 



 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Geneva has expressed its interest and intention to undertake an 

environmental assessment of the proposed adoption under the auspices of the New York State Environmental 

Quality Review Act ("SEQRA”); and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council will make a determination on the following projects:  

(a) Castle Street Reconstruction and repaving (Main Street to N. Brook St). 
(b) Electric Transformer – Water Plant 
(c) Ventilation Upgrades – Waste Water Plant 
(d) Pulteney Street Sewer repairs 
(e) 305 Main Street parking lot 
(f) Brick work – Seneca, Exchange and Main Streets 
(g) Lakefront sea wall repairs 
(h) Fire Truck Pumper 
(i) City Hall Improvements – windows and roof 
(j) Traffic Signals repairs 
(k) Street Resurfacing Program – various streets 
(l) Multiple parks improvements, repairs and maintenance 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the proposed projects can be defined under the following 

examples for a Type II Action in the State of New York, Title 6. Department of Environmental Conservation, 

Chapter VI. General Regulations, Part 617. State Environmental Quality Review (6 CRR-NY 617.5 NY-CRR): 

maintenance or repair involving no substantial changes in an existing structure or facility (617.5(c)(1)); 

replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including upgrading 

buildings to meet building or fire codes, unless such action meets or exceeds any of the thresholds in section 617.4 

of this Part (617.5(c)(2)); re-paving of existing highways not involving the addition of new travel lanes (617.5(c)(4)); 

" street openings and right-of-way openings for the purpose of repair or maintenance of existing utility facilities 

(617.5(c)(5)); and the purchase or sale of furnishings or equipment under SEQRA, Title 6. Department of 

Environmental Conservation, Chapter VI. General Regulations, Part 617. State Environmental Quality Review (6 

CRR-NY 617.5 NY-CRR).  

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the proposed projects qualify as Type II Actions under SEQRA as 

defined in 6 CRR-NY 617.5 NY-CRR. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Geneva, New York that the proposed 

projects are classified as Type II Actions pursuant to SEQRA and need no review. 

 

Clr. Camera asked about the lakefront sea wall repairs being a type II, and City Manager Gerling 

explained that we reduced the amount for the sea wall because we can do some of the repairs ourselves.  

She said we will also be doing the design, and if there needs to be more than a substantial maintenance 

repair, she will bring this back for a full SEQRA.  

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Camera; seconded by Clr. Gaglianese  

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 

https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I4ec3a764cd1711dda432a117e6e0f345?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=%28sc.Default%29&bhcp=1


 

 
 

20. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS FOR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS 

 

Asst. City Manager Blowers presented the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Geneva (the “City Council”) proposes to authorize the issuance of 

$7,600,000 in bonds of the City to finance various public improvements and purposes, as described herein, 

appropriate funds for such purposes and to make certain determinations in connection with such purposes; and 

WHEREAS, all conditions precedent to the financing of each of the objects or purposes hereinafter described, 

including compliance with the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (collectively, “SEQRA”), have 

been performed and therefore no further action need be taken by the City Council under SEQRA as a pre-condition 

to the adoption of this resolution; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council now wishes to appropriate funds for the various public improvements and purposes and 

to authorize the issuance of the City’s bonds and bond anticipation notes to be issued to finance said appropriation. 

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GENEVA, ONTARIO COUNTY, NEW YORK HEREBY 

RESOLVES (by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of all the members of such body), AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The City is hereby authorized to issue $300,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Local Finance Law constituting Chapter 33-a of the Consolidated Laws of the State of New York 

(the "Law") to finance the estimated cost of the acquisition, installation, construction and reconstruction of an 

electrical transformer at the City’s water treatment plant located at Lochland Road.  It is hereby determined that the 

maximum estimated cost of the aforementioned specific object or purpose is $300,000, said amount, to the extent 

not previously appropriated, is hereby appropriated therefor and the plan for the financing thereof shall consist of (i) 

the issuance of $300,000 in serial bonds of the City authorized to be issued pursuant to this resolution or bond 

anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such bonds, and (ii) the levy and collection of taxes on all real property in 

the City to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall become due and payable.  It is 

hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness for the aforementioned specific object or purpose is forty 

(40) years, pursuant to subdivision 1. of paragraph a. of Section 11.00 of the Law. 

SECTION 2. The City is hereby authorized to issue $100,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Law to finance the estimated cost of the acquisition, installation, construction and reconstruction, 

replacement of, or addition to, certain building ventilation systems, equipment, or apparatuses at the City’s Class “B” 

wastewater treatment plant buildings.  It is hereby determined that the maximum estimated cost of the 

aforementioned class of objects or purposes is $100,000, said amount, to the extent not previously appropriated, is 

hereby appropriated therefor and the plan for the financing thereof shall consist of (i) the issuance of $100,000 in 

serial bonds of the City authorized to be issued pursuant to this resolution or bond anticipation notes issued in 

anticipation of such bonds, and (ii) the levy and collection of taxes on all real property in the City to pay the principal 

of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall become due and payable.  It is hereby determined that the 

period of probable usefulness for the aforementioned class of objects or purposes is ten (10) years, pursuant to 

subdivision 13. of paragraph a. of Section 11.00 of the Law. 

SECTION 3. The City is hereby authorized to issue $350,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Law to finance the estimate cost of the construction or reconstruction of, or addition to a sewer 

system (either sanitary or surface drainage or both), and related furnishings, equipment and apparatus, including a 

sewer system located on and around Pulteney Street.  It is hereby determined that the maximum estimated cost of 



 

 
 

the aforementioned class of objects or purposes is $350,000, said amount, to the extent not previously appropriated, 

is hereby appropriated therefor and the plan for the financing thereof shall consist of (i) the issuance of $350,000 in 

serial bonds of the City authorized to be issued pursuant to this resolution or bond anticipation notes issued in 

anticipation of such bonds, and (ii) the levy and collection of taxes on all real property in the City to pay the principal 

of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall become due and payable.  It is hereby determined that the 

period of probable usefulness for the aforementioned class of objects or purposes is forty (40) years, pursuant to 

subdivision 4. of paragraph a. of Section 11.00 of the Law. 

SECTION 4. The City is hereby authorized to issue $250,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Law to finance the estimated cost of the construction, reconstruction, widening, or resurfacing of a 

parking areas in and around the City, including  the construction, reconstruction, widening, or resurfacing of a parking 

area located at 305 Main Street, and including all sidewalks, curbs, gutters, drainage, landscaping, grading, or 

improving the rights of way in connection with such parking areas. It is hereby determined that the maximum 

estimated cost of the aforementioned class of objects or purposes is $250,000, said amount, to the extent not 

previously appropriated, is hereby appropriated therefor and the plan for the financing thereof shall consist of (i) the 

issuance of $250,000 in serial bonds of the City authorized to be issued pursuant to this resolution or bond 

anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such bonds, and (ii) the levy and collection of taxes on all real property in 

the City to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall become due and payable.  It is 

hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness for the aforementioned class of objects or purposes is ten 

(10) years, pursuant to subdivision 20(f). of paragraph a. of Section 11.00 of the Law. 

SECTION 5. The City is hereby authorized to issue $100,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Law to finance the estimated cost of the construction or reconstruction of curbs, sidewalks, and 

gutters in the City, including the construction or reconstruction of curbs, sidewalks or gutters along Seneca Street. 

Exchange Street, and Main Street including all improvements in connection therewith and appurtenances thereto. It 

is hereby determined that the maximum estimated cost of the aforementioned class of objects or purposes is 

$100,000, said amount, to the extent not previously appropriated, is hereby appropriated therefor and the plan for 

the financing thereof shall consist of (i) the issuance of $100,000 in serial bonds of the City authorized to be issued 

pursuant to this resolution or bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such bonds, and (ii) the levy and 

collection of taxes on all real property in the City to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the 

same shall become due and payable.  It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness for the 

aforementioned class of objects or purposes is ten (10) years, pursuant to subdivision 24. of paragraph a. of Section 

11.00 of the Law. 

SECTION 6. The City is hereby authorized to issue $500,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Law to finance the estimated cost of dredging and construction or reconstruction of a concrete one 

or more sea walls located in the City and ancillary improvements and appurtenances related thereto. It is hereby 

determined that the maximum estimated cost of the aforementioned class of objects or purposes is $500,000, said 

amount, to the extent not previously appropriated, is hereby appropriated therefor and the plan for the financing 

thereof shall consist of (i) the issuance of $500,000 in serial bonds of the City authorized to be issued pursuant to 

this resolution or bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such bonds, and (ii) the levy and collection of taxes 

on all real property in the City to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall become 

due and payable.  It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness for the aforementioned class of 

objects or purposes is thirty (30) years, pursuant to subdivision 22. of paragraph a. of Section 11.00 of the Law. 

SECTION 7. The City is hereby authorized to issue $750,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Law to finance the estimated cost of purchase of a fire-fighting pumper apparatus or to enter an 



 

 
 

installment purchase pursuant to Section 109-b of the New York General Municipal Law or as otherwise authorized 

by law. It is hereby determined that the maximum estimated cost of the aforementioned specific object or purpose is 

$750,000, said amount, to the extent not previously appropriated, is hereby appropriated therefor and the plan of 

financing thereof shall consist of (i) the issuance of $750,000 in serial bonds or other obligations of the City authorized 

to be issued pursuant to this resolution, or bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such serial bonds or other 

obligations, and (ii) the levy and collection of taxes on all real property in the City to pay the principal of said bonds 

or other obligations and the interest thereon as the same shall become due and payable.  It is hereby determined 

that the period of probable usefulness for the aforementioned specific object or purpose is twenty (20) years pursuant 

to subdivision 27. of Section 11.00(a) of the Law. 

SECTION 8. The City is hereby authorized to issue $700,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Law to finance the estimated cost of the construction or reconstruction of improvements to buildings 

in the City constituting Class B buildings, including improvements to the roof and windows of the building located at 

47 Castle Street. It is hereby determined that the maximum estimated cost of the aforementioned class of objects or 

purposes is $700,000, said amount, to the extent not previously appropriated, is hereby appropriated therefor and 

the plan for the financing thereof shall consist of (i) the issuance of $700,000 in serial bonds of the City authorized 

to be issued pursuant to this resolution or bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such bonds, and (ii) the 

levy and collection of taxes on all real property in the City to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon 

as the same shall become due and payable.  It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness for the 

aforementioned class of objects or purposes is (25) years, pursuant to subdivision 12. of paragraph a. of Section 

11.00 of the Law. 

SECTION 9. The City is hereby authorized to issue $250,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Law to finance the estimated cost of the purchase of traffic signals and traffic signal systems in and 

for the City. It is hereby determined that the maximum estimated cost of the aforementioned class of objects or 

purposes is $250,000, said amount, to the extent not previously appropriated, is hereby appropriated therefor and 

the plan for the financing thereof shall consist of (i) the issuance of $250,000 in serial bonds of the City authorized 

to be issued pursuant to this resolution or bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such bonds, and (ii) the 

levy and collection of taxes on all real property in the City to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon 

as the same shall become due and payable.  It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness for the 

aforementioned class of objects or purposes is twenty (20) years, pursuant to subdivision 72(a). of paragraph a. of 

Section 11.00 of the Law. 

SECTION 10. The City is hereby authorized to issue $300,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Law to finance the estimated cost of the improvement or embellishment of parks and recreational 

areas located in the City, including improvements to Ridgewood Park, Jefferson Park, Nieder Park, and Richards 

Park, and ice rinks and other recreational facilities owned by the City, and including incidental improvements and 

appurtenances related thereto. It is hereby determined that the maximum estimated cost of the aforementioned class 

of objects or purposes is $300,000, said amount, to the extent not previously appropriated, is hereby appropriated 

therefor and the plan for the financing thereof shall consist of (i) the issuance of $300,000 in serial bonds of the City 

authorized to be issued pursuant to this resolution or bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such bonds, 

and (ii) the levy and collection of taxes on all real property in the City to pay the principal of said bonds and the 

interest thereon as the same shall become due and payable.  It is hereby determined that the period of probable 

usefulness for the aforementioned class of objects or purposes is twenty (20) years, pursuant to subdivision 19(b). 

of paragraph a. of Section 11.00 of the Law. 



 

 
 

SECTION 11. The City is hereby authorized to issue $1,800,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Law to finance the estimated cost of the reconstruction of streets in and for the City, including the 

reconstruction Castle and Exchange Streets, and including all curbs, sidewalks, gutters, landscaping, grading, 

appurtenances, ancillary, related and incidental improvements and expenses required in connection therewith.  It is 

hereby determined that the maximum estimated cost of the aforementioned class of objects or purposes is 

$1,800,000 said amount, to the extent not previously appropriated, is hereby appropriated therefor and the plan of 

financing thereof shall consist of (i) the issuance of $1,800,000 in serial bonds of the City authorized to be issued 

pursuant to this resolution, or bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such serial bonds, and (ii) the levy and 

collection of taxes on all real property in the City to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the 

same shall become due and payable.  It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness for the 

aforementioned class of objects or purposes is fifteen (15) years pursuant to subdivision 20(c). of Section 11.00 of 

the Law. 

SECTION 12. The City is hereby authorized to issue $1,300,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Law to finance the estimated cost of the construction, reconstruction,  resurfacing, and widening of 

highways, streets, roads, or parkways in and for the City, including the construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, and 

widening of the intersection of Main Street and Castle Street, and including all curbs, sidewalks, gutters, landscaping, 

grading, appurtenances, ancillary, related and incidental improvements and expenses required in connection 

therewith.  It is hereby determined that the maximum estimated cost of the aforementioned class of objects or 

purposes is $1,300,000 said amount, to the extent not previously appropriated, is hereby appropriated therefor and 

the plan of financing thereof shall consist of (i) the issuance of $1,300,000 in serial bonds of the City authorized to 

be issued pursuant to this resolution, or bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such serial bonds, and (ii) 

the levy and collection of taxes on all real property in the City to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest 

thereon as the same shall become due and payable.  It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness 

for the aforementioned class of objects or purposes is fifteen (15) years pursuant to subdivision 20(c). of Section 

11.00 of the Law. 

SECTION 13. The City is hereby authorized to issue $900,000 principal amount of bonds pursuant to the 

provisions of the Law to finance the estimated cost of the construction, reconstruction,  resurfacing, and widening of 

highways, streets, roads, or parkways in and for the City, including the construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, and 

widening of the intersection of Routes 5 and 20, and including all curbs, sidewalks, gutters, landscaping, grading, 

appurtenances, ancillary, related and incidental improvements and expenses required in connection therewith.  It is 

hereby determined that the maximum estimated cost of the aforementioned class of objects or purposes is $900,000 

said amount, to the extent not previously appropriated, is hereby appropriated therefor and the plan of financing 

thereof shall consist of (i) the issuance of $900,000 in serial bonds of the City authorized to be issued pursuant to 

this resolution, or bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such serial bonds, and (ii) the levy and collection 

of taxes on all real property in the City to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall 

become due and payable.  It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness for the aforementioned 

class of objects or purposes is fifteen (15) years pursuant to subdivision 20(c). of Section 11.00 of the Law. 

SECTION 14.  The temporary use of available funds of the City, not immediately required for the purpose or 

purposes for which the same were borrowed, raised or otherwise created, is hereby authorized pursuant to Section 

165.10 of the Law, for the capital purposes described in this resolution.  This resolution shall constitute a declaration 

of “official intent” to reimburse the expenditures as part of the projects described herein with the proceeds of the 

bonds and bond anticipation notes authorized herein, as required by United States Treasury Regulation Section 

1.150-2. 



 

 
 

SECTION 15.  Each of the bonds authorized by this resolution and any bond anticipation notes issued in 

anticipation of said bonds shall contain the recital of validity prescribed by Section 52.00 of the Law and said bonds 

and any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of said bonds shall be general obligations of the City, payable 

as to both principal and interest by a general tax upon all the real property within the City without legal or constitutional 

limitation as to rate or amount.  The faith and credit of the City are hereby irrevocably pledged to the punctual payment 

of the principal and interest on said bonds and bond anticipation notes and provisions shall be made annually in the 

budget of the City by appropriation for (a) the amortization and redemption of the bonds and bond anticipation notes 

to mature in such year and (b) the payment of interest to be due and payable in such year.   

SECTION 16.  Subject to the provisions of this resolution and of the Law, pursuant to the provisions of Section 

30.00 relative to the authorization of the issuance of bond anticipation notes or the renewals of said obligations, and 

of Section 21.00, Section 50.00, Section 54.90, Sections 56.00 through 60.00, Section 62.10 and Section 63.00 of 

the Law, the powers and duties of the City Council relative to authorizing bond anticipation notes and prescribing the 

terms, form and contents as to the sale and issuance of bonds herein authorized, including without limitation the 

determination of whether to issue bonds having substantially level or declining debt service and all matters related 

thereto, and of any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, and the renewals of said bond 

anticipation notes, are hereby delegated to the City Comptroller, the chief fiscal officer of the City (the “City 

Comptroller”).  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents as may be prescribed by said City Comptroller 

consistent with the provisions of the Law.  Further, in connection with bonds and bond anticipation notes issued 

under the authority of Sections 1, 2, and 3 hereof, the power to issue and sell bonds or bond anticipation notes to 

the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation pursuant to Section 169.00 of the Law is hereby delegated 

to the City Comptroller.  Such bonds or notes shall be of such terms, form and contents as may be prescribed by 

said City Comptroller consistent with the provisions of the Law.  Further, pursuant to subdivision b. of Section 11.00 

of the Law, in the event that bonds to be issued for one or more of the objects or purposes authorized by this 

resolution are combined for sale, pursuant to subdivision c. of Section 57.00 of the Law, with or without bonds to be 

issued for one or more objects or purposes authorized other resolutions of the City Council, then the power of the 

City Council to determine the “weighted average period of probable usefulness” (within the meaning of subdivision 

a. of Section 11.00 of the Law) for such combined objects or purposes is hereby delegated to the City Comptroller, 

as the chief fiscal officer of the City. 

SECTION 17.  The City Comptroller is hereby further authorized, at his sole discretion, to execute a project 

financing and loan agreement, and any other agreements with the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation and/or the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation, including amendments thereto, and 

including any instruments (or amendments thereto) in the effectuation thereof, in order to effect the financing or 

refinancing of the class of objects or purposes described in Sections 1, 2, and 3 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a 

serial bond, a statutory installment bond and/or a bond anticipation note issue in the event of the sale of same to the 

New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation. 

SECTION 18.  The City Comptroller is further authorized to enter into a continuing disclosure undertaking with 

or for the benefit of the initial purchaser of the bonds or notes in compliance with the provisions of Rule 15c2-12 

promulgated by the Securities and Exchange Commission pursuant to the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. 

SECTION 19.  The intent of this resolution is to give the City Comptroller sufficient authority to execute those 

applications, agreements, instruments, or to do any similar acts necessary to affect the issuance of the aforesaid 

bonds or bond anticipation notes without resorting to further action of this City Council. 



 

 
 

SECTION 20.  This resolution shall take effect immediately and the City Clerk is hereby authorized and 

directed to publish the foregoing resolution, or a summary thereof, together with a notice attached in substantially 

the form as prescribed in Section 81.00 of the Law, in the official newspaper(s) of the City (a) for such publication, 

and (b) for the publication of the notice of sale in connection with any bonds issued pursuant to this resolution. 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Pealer  

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 

 

21. FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CITY OF GENEVA’S CHANGE IN THE LATE 

PENALTY FOR WATER BILLS 

 

Clr. Pruett presented the following ordinance for first reading: 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GENEVA, NEW YORK, THAT CITY CODE 

SECTION 341-15 SUBDIVISION C (1) BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

The following language shall be substituted for the current language of subdivision (1) 

Effective January 1, 2022, on all bills not paid on or before the first day of the month following the date of 

issue, a 5% penalty will be added. An 5% additional penalty shall be added on the first day of the next 

month on all bills not paid and a 5% additional penalty shall be added thereto on the first day of the next 

month. The penalty on unpaid water bills shall be capped thereafter at 15%. 

 

Clr. Pruett said he feels this change will expedite the payments since there is currently no incentive for 

people to pay one day after the deadline.  Asst. City Manager Blowers said that his office is willing to 

work with people who are not habitually late.  He noted that the city used to use the schedule Clr. Pruett 

is presenting, but when they changed to the current system, we saw a significant drop off of late 

payments as it was designed to change behavior rather than as a revenue generator.  He said from a 

financial standpoint, it is about $100,000 a year in total penalties, but from a staff perspective, it is a less 

trouble to only apply one penalty rather than three.   

 

Clr. Salamendra said she supports this for homeowners and not for businesses or landlords.   

 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Pruett; seconded by Clr. Salamendra 

MOVED THAT this ordinance be approved for first reading 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

 



 

 
 

22. RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SCHEDULING OF ROTATION OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR FOR THE 

GENEVA CITY COUNCIL 

 

Clr. Pruett presented the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Geneva City Charter provides for the Mayor to appoint a Deputy Mayor to act in his or her absence 

or infirmity, and  

WHEREAS, the role is one of respect and honor, but also provides for meaningful experience in learning how to lead 

the Council according to the Rules of Order and Ethics commitment, and 

WHEREAS, such training and experience enables personal organizational development above the level of Councilor 

alone, and that professional acumen would tend to benefit the government, and 

WHEREAS, the current Council has already acknowledged the benefit to rotating the appointment, having done so 

once, and 

WHEREAS, while there is too little time left in this elected term of office to rotate everyone through the role, it is 

feasible to have captured six of the eight Councilors if starting rotations for six month periods January, 2022, and 

WHEREAS, these six-month appointments as assigned by the Mayor can be fully exercised in the next full Council 

term, and thereinafter it should become an ongoing policy, however the Mayor’s decisions to withhold appointment 

for cause or to do so due to Councilor declining are to be at his sole discretion,    

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that City of Geneva through the Mayor’s office shall have the policy of 

rotating Councilor appointment to Deputy Mayor for six-month periods, with assignment as she or he elects, 

beginning January 2022 through December 2023. 

 

Clr. Pruett said he feels this would be a good learning process for all of the council members.  Mayor Valentino 

clarified that the charter reads that council appoints the deputy mayor, and this resolution does not change the 

charter.  He said that the resolution would also need to change the Council Rules of Order and Procedures.     

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Pruett; seconded by Clr. Salamendra  

MOVED THAT this resolution be amended to include wording that this will change the  

Council Rules of Order and Procedure Item 3C  

ROLL CALL VOTE:   Aye – Clr. Salamendra, Clr. Regan, Mayor Valentino, and Clr. Pruett  

            Nay - Clr. Gaglianese, Clr. Camera, Clr. Burrall, and Clr. Pealer 

     Absent - Clr. Noone 

MOTION DEFEATED  

 

 

 



 

 
 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Pruett; seconded by Clr. Salamendra  

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved as originally presented 

ROLL CALL VOTE:   Aye – Clr. Salamendra and Clr. Pruett  

                Nay - Clr. Gaglianese, Mayor Valentino, Clr. Burrall, Clr. Pealer,  

       Clr. Regan, and Clr. Camera 

     Absent - Clr. Noone 

MOTION DEFEATED  

 

 

23. RESOLUTION REQUIRING CREATION, APPROVAL AND UTILIZATION OF OFFICIAL ANNUAL GOALS 

FOR GOVERNING THE CITY OF GENEVA 

 

Clr. Pruett presented the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the primary responsibility and authority of City Council is to set policy, direction and controls for city 

management and its operations, and 

WHEREAS, the City provides an early retreat session annually for City Council to establish objectives for the year of 

city management, and 

WHEREAS, establishment of annual objectives at retreat has often been cumbersome, contentious, and loosely 

elucidated, resulting in deterioration of cohesive planning, and 

WHEREAS, having such presiding goals allows for strategic and tactical development by staff and their subordinates, 

including forming budgets and work schedules/activity, and 

WHEREAS, providing clear goals for City operations improves the attention and dedication to achievement for 

Council members, City Management and staff, while also providing the benefit of employee professional 

development, satisfaction and growth, and 

WHEREAS, by the time January retreat occurs, the budget has been set for the year, so new financial and 

organizational structure goals would apply to the next year(s) budget process that would begin mid year, and other 

goals would apply to operational management or policy formation for the current year,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council shall begin officially providing written goals or policy 

for the management of the City resulting from the annual Council retreat.  Specifically that the Mayor shall aggregate 

all Councilors city management objectives into no more than five official goals, as determined by vote of the simple 

majority, and with performance measurement taken at intervals as desired.   

AND FURTHERMORE BE IT RESOLVED that official goals shall be qualified only when describing an end result 

that is measureable over a specific period of time, and that it is also recognized that this formal process is foundational 

to a rolling three-year strategic and tactical planning tool such as the Comptroller has started and such as is 

necessary for policy continuity. 

 

Clr. Pruett said that this needs to be formalized for communication to staff and cohesion between the group with an 

end result over a specific period of time with measurables.  He said that council needs to give staff good direction, 



 

 
 

and he doesn’t feel that this council has done that.  Clr. Burrall said that he feels this is ideal retreat material to give 
the retreat structure.   

 
ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Pruett; seconded by Clr. Regan  

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved  
ROLL CALL VOTE:   Aye – Clr. Burrall, Clr. Regan, Clr. Salamendra and Clr. Pruett  
                Nay - Clr. Gaglianese, Mayor Valentino, Clr. Pealer, Clr. Camera 

    Absent - Clr. Noone 
MOTION DEFEATED  

 
 
24. RESOLUTION ADOPTING CREATION AND UTILIZATION OF ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REVIEWS 

FOR THE CITY OF GENEVA 
 

Clr. Pruett said he would like to decline to present this resolution. 
 
 
25. RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CITY OF GENEVA’S CHANGE IN THE REMUNERATION FOR CITY 

COUNCILORS 
 

Clr. Pruett presented the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, the City provides a basic compensation to its eight City Councilors of $4,000 per annum, and $7,500 to 
the Mayor, and 

WHEREAS, these funds are offered in support of the overhead and expenses associated with that elected role, with 
this funding not having been adjusted in years, and 

WHEREAS, due to travel, Information Services, reprographics, equipment, office supplies, and other overhead cost, 
the provided stipend minimized by Federal and State taxes is usually insufficient to cover incurred expenses, and 

WHEREAS, councilors are reluctant to vote into budget for more of their own financial support due to political 
perception, despite deserving the relief, and 

WHEREAS, the currently unpaid author of this resolution will not be employed in 2025, nor is it certain that any 
current council member will be reelected, and it presents a credible position to request the adjustment without 
recrimination, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City shall begin providing City Councilor compensation of $6,000 
per annum starting for fiscal 2024, with the Mayor’s stipend increasing to $8,000 annually. 

 
ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Pruett; seconded by Clr. Salamendra  

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved  
 



 

 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE:   Aye – Clr. Salamendra and Clr. Camera 

                Nay - Clr. Gaglianese, Mayor Valentino, Clr. Pealer, Clr. Burrall,  

       Clr. Regan, and Clr. Pruett  

    Absent - Clr. Noone 

MOTION DEFEATED  

 

 

26. DISCUSSION – Conover Street property sale 

 

Council consensus was to hold this over to the next council meeting 

 

 

27. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS DISCUSSION 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Camera  

MOVED THAT Alternate, Carrie Corron, fill the vacancy on the Police Review Board  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent) 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Burrall  

MOVED THAT Alternate, James Norwalk, fill the vacancy on the Police Body Camera  

Policy Task Force  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent) 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Regan  

MOVED THAT Andrew Williams be appointed the Chair for the Zoning Board of Appeals 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent) 

 

 

28. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No public comment was offered at this time. 
 

 

29. ADJOURNMENT 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Pealer 

MOVED THAT the meeting be adjourned at 10:58pm 

 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY   

 
 

        Lori Guinan           
        City Clerk 


