
      AGENDA 
 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
 

CITY OF GENEVA, NEW YORK 
 

March 2, 2022 
 

Public Safety Building 
255 Exchange Street 
Geneva, NY  14456 

 
COUNCIL MEETING STARTS AT 7:00PM 

  
Listen to the City of Geneva’s YouTube Channel: 

YouTube.com/cityofgenevany    

  
I. CALL TO ORDER – Mayor, Steve Valentino 

 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

III. ROLL CALL 
 

IV. PROCLAMATION – Problem Gambling Awareness Month  
 

V. FOUNDRY UPDATE 
 

VI. CONSIDERATION OF MEETING MINUTES 
This portion of the meeting is dedicated to correction of meeting minutes for the following 
Council session: 
 

A. February 2 (Regular Council Meeting) {Page 3}  
B. February 21 (Special Council Meeting) {Page 21} 

 
VII. PUBLIC COMMENT 

This portion of the meeting is dedicated to receiving comments from residents on any 
topics.  The standard time limit for public comment is three (3) minutes; however, should 
you require additional time, please make your request to the Mayor (Presiding Officer) 
prior to the start of the meeting.  As always, your comments are important to Council, and 
all resident attendees are invited to provide comments during this period. 
 

VIII. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS  
This portion of the meeting is dedicated to presentation of reports by the Mayor and City 
Councilors on non-action matters that have not been addressed elsewhere on the agenda 

 
IX. CITY MANAGER REPORT  

This portion of the meeting is dedicated to presentation of a report by the City Manager on 
non-action matters that have not been addressed elsewhere on the agenda. 



X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
This portion of the meeting is dedicated to consideration of matters that have been 
previously considered by City Council.  These include: 

 

A. Second Reading of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 335 Entitled “Vehicles and 
Traffic” of the City of Geneva Municipal Code - Presented by Mayor Valentino #3-2022 
{Page 22} 

B. First Reading of an Ordinance Adding Chapter 111-A to the Geneva City Municipal 
Code Entitled “Private Landlord Registration” – Presented by Clr. Camera #4-2022 
{Page 25} 

C. Discussion – Solid Waste 
D. Discussion – Linden Street 

 
XI. NEW BUSINESS 

This portion of the meeting is dedicated to consideration of matters that have not been  
previously considered by City Council.  These include: 

 

A. Resolution Scheduling a Public Hearing in Connection with the Adoption of Local Law 
3-2022 Creating Staggered Terms of Office for Members of the Geneva City Council – 
Presented by Mayor Valentino #10-2022  {Page 30} 

B. Appointments  {Page 33} 
 

XII. PUBLIC COMMENT  
This portion of the meeting is dedicated to receiving comments from non-residents on any 
topics.  The standard time limit for public comment is three (3) minutes; however, should 
you require additional time, please make your request to the Mayor (Presiding Officer) 
prior to the start of the meeting.  As always, your comments are important to Council, and 
all attendees are invited to provide comments during this period. 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 



 

 
 

T H E  G E N E V A  C I T Y  C O U N C I L 

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

February 2, 2022 – 7:00 PM 

Cornell AgriTech Campus, Jordan Hall 
630 W. North Street 
Geneva, NY  14456 

 
Presiding – Steve Valentino, Mayor 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

Present:    Clr. Regan, Clr. Camera, Clr. Gaglianese, Clr. Burrall, Clr. Pealer, and Clr. Noone  

     Excused:    Clr. Salamendra 
 

 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Pealer; seconded by Clr. Regan 

MOVED THAT council adjourn to executive session at 6:00pm to discuss the proposed 
acquisition, sale or lease of real property or the proposed acquisition of securities, or 
sale or exchange of securities held by such public body, but only when publicity would 
substantially affect the value thereof and proposed, pending or current litigation 

 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (7-1 absent) 
  

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Camera; seconded by Clr. Regan 

MOVED THAT council leave executive session at 6:55pm 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (7-1 absent)   
 

 

3. PUBLIC HEARING – Local Law Amending Water Penalties and Late Fees 

 

Mayor Valentino opened the public hearing at 7:04pm, and with no one wishing to speak, he closed 

the public hearing at 7:05pm.  
 

 

4. PUBLIC HEARING – NYS Funding under the Federal CDBG Program and Specifically for CDBG-

Economic Development Grants for Assured Edge Solutions and Solar Home Factory, Inc 

 

Mayor Valentino opened the public hearing at 7:05pm, and with no one wishing to speak, he closed 

the public hearing at 7:06pm.  

 



 

 
 

5. FOUNDRY UPDATE  

 

I. New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)  

Neighborhood Remediation Update 

 

• The off-site remediation project is on a construction break until March, but the 

Department’s engineer continues to work on remedial designs for upcoming properties. The 

Department will provide a status update prior to resuming remedial construction activities in 

March.  The Department anticipates that construction work in 2022 will begin at six properties 

located south of Middle Street between Exchange Street and Wadsworth Street. 

 
II. City  

  

Genesee Park Remediation 

• Remediation and restoration plans are underway with an anticipated remediation start Fall 
2022. 

 
Resident outreach – City of Geneva 

• The City’s liaison for the Foundry work is Liz Toner. etoner@geneva.ny.us or 315-828-6585. 
Residents with questions on the NYSDEC’s remedial design or construction activities can email Bob 
Gibson from the State’s consultant team from Ecology and Environment, Inc. at rgibson@ene.com. 

• FoodLink Curbside’s mobile market’s voucher program for fresh vegetables and fruits will 
not be operating this winter. 

The voucher program for the Dog Park is available with sign-ups in the City Clerk’s office at City Hall. 

All voucher programs are available for residents waiting for remediation 

 

 

6. CONSIDERATION OF MEETING MINUTES 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Noone; seconded by Clr. Gaglianese 

MOVED THAT the minutes of the January 3 Regular Council Work Session be approved 

ROLL CALL VOTE:   Aye – Mayor Valentino, Clr. Gaglianese, Clr. Burrall, Clr. Camera,  

       Clr. Noone and Clr. Pealer and Clr. Regan  

                   Absent – Clr. Salamendra 

  MOTION CARRIED 

  

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Regan 

MOVED THAT the minutes of the January 5 Regular Council Meeting be approved 

ROLL CALL VOTE:   Aye – Mayor Valentino, Clr. Burrall, Clr. Camera, Clr. Regan, Clr. Pealer, 

       Clr. Gaglianese, and Clr. Noone  

                   Absent – Clr. Salamendra 

MOTION CARRIED  

 

mailto:etoner@geneva.ny.us
mailto:rgibson@ene.com


 

 
 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Pealer; seconded by Clr. Gaglianese 

MOVED THAT the minutes of the January 17 Special Council Meeting be approved 

ROLL CALL VOTE:   Aye – Mayor Valentino, Clr. Burrall, Clr. Regan, Clr. Pealer, 

       Clr. Gaglianese, and Clr. Noone  

       Abstain - Clr. Camera 

                   Absent – Clr. Salamendra 

MOTION CARRIED  

 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Noone; seconded by Clr. Gaglianese 

MOVED THAT the minutes of the January 26 Special Council Meeting be approved 

ROLL CALL VOTE:   Aye – Mayor Valentino, Clr. Burrall, Clr. Camera, Clr. Regan, Clr. Pealer, 

       Clr. Gaglianese, and Clr. Noone  

                   Absent – Clr. Salamendra 

MOTION CARRIED  

 

 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Charles King said as we celebrate Black History Month, I wanted to recommend a library book I read 
several years ago. It’s called _The Warmth of Other Suns_ and it’s by Isabel Wilkerson.  It’s described as: 
“one of the great untold stories of American history: the decades-long migration of Black citizens who fled 
the South for northern and western cities, in search of a better life. From 1915 to 1970, this exodus of 
almost six million people changed the face of America.”  The book puts that number in perspective, 
pointing out that it’s a greater displacement than the Dust Bowl migration and the Gold Rush migration 
combined. The book isn’t overly academic or political and it gives an interesting perspective on what it 
means to live in the north, and in a region that has been a destination for displaced people of African 
descent for many decades.  The Owwl library system has 17 copies, so easy enough to get on inter-library 
loan. I was touched to see that the Geneva Library’s copy was a donation from my dear friend Clare 
Kremer, a fellow longtime parishioner at Trinity Church, who just passed away on Christmas day. 
Thank you, Clare.  I do recommend this book: _The Warmth of Other Suns_, by Isabel Wilkerson. 
 

 

8.  MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Clr. Gaglianese said that the Police Budget Advisory Committee met last month noting some changes will 

be taking place.  He said that Irene Rodriguez is leaving and the Alternate, Andrew Spink, will replace her.  

He said that there was going to be a police budget academy, but with the Comptroller leaving, they are not 

sure when it will be.  He thanked the people who interviewed for the sixth ward position saying that they 

did a great job, and he appreciates their interest.   

 

Clr. Camera said he wanted to give a landfill report saying that we sit between two of the largest landfills in 

the state, and he met with David Natali to discuss holding a landfill summit of some kind, noting that there 



 

 
 

was one several years ago.  He said that he is going to back off the idea as the state is taking a long time 

on the Beyond Waste timeline for New York State.  They are writing a new plan for what will happen after 

2030, and a draft will be going out this year to regional conferences around the state.  Clr. Camera said 

that we should put our energy into attending these conferences.  He said that Seneca Falls voted 4-1 to 

permit Seneca Meadows and we need to get used to big business buying the solutions they want.  He said 

we need to stay on top of this, and he is willing to share his notes.  Next, he referred to a letter to the editor 

in the Finger Lakes Times by John Lynch where Mr. Lynch says he is concerned with the 9 member Police 

Review Board and what they will review.  Mr. Lynch says that he and the vast majority of residents know 

little about the members and this is dangerous.  Clr. Camera noted that when people sit on a grand jury in 

New York State, they are only asked if they are a US citizen, 18 years of age, a resident of the county, 

able to speak and understand English, and have not been convicted of a felony.  He said with the Police 

Review Board, they are looking to see if there was a violation of someone’s rights.  If yes, the matter goes 

to the police chief to handle as he sees fit.  Clr. Camera said he is very upset about this letter.  Mayor 

Valentino said that people just need to look at the local law to see the appointment requirements. 

 

Clr. Regan said that the Green Committee is still meeting regularly and working on projects such as the 

Native Plant Sale at the Visitor’s Center on May 21st.  She said that the Finger Lakes Times has granted 

the committee a periodic column so a new one will be coming out soon.  They have established with the 

Town of Geneva a working waste management subgroup.  They are charged with preparing the city and 

town for the closing of the landfill and looking to reduce the financial impact and improving environmental 

stewardship and behavior.  They are helping to develop outreach to do something about reducing food 

waste.  She applauded council for allowing a micro hauler which will help with segregation of recyclables 

and help prepare us for the landfill closure.  Clr. Regan said she would like to start holding town hall 

meetings again for residents of her ward, and she is looking at Feb 17th in conference room B at the 

Geneva Housing Authority where she will try to answer questions.  She finished by saying that she is glad 

to see the process on the 6th ward council position, and she encouraged council to work to fill the 

supervisor seat at the county level. 

 

Clr. Pealer said that last month he put a call out for Recreation Board vacancies, and he thanked those 

who applied noting that interviews will be taking place soon. He said that the board has a meeting later this 

month.  Clr. Pealer said he would like to extend an authentic gesture of gratitude to those who interviewed 

for the sixth ward vacancy noting that their concern for the sixth ward was nice to listen to. He also 

thanked council for expediting the process.  Clr. Pealer thanked the DPW workers for their plowing efforts, 

noting that there were some complaints, but he knows there is no place to put the snow that is being 

plowed in front of driveways and onto sidewalks.  He said he feels DPW did a fantastic job at clearing the 

streets, and he also thanked residents who helped their neighbors clear snow away.  He said he has 

empathy for residents, but he doesn’t see a solution right away.     

 

Clr. Burrall said that being an elected official can be a rewarding experience noting he received a letter 

from a resident who hears him mention blood drives every month saying that they have struggled in the 

past, but were able to successfully donate just recently.  Clr. Burrall announced that the next blood drives 



 

 
 

are Feb 22nd at the Waterloo VFW from 2-7pm, Feb 25th at the Hall Fire Department from 2-6:30pm, and 

Feb 28th at the Presbyterian Church from 1-7pm.  He gave an update from the BID saying that the Finger 

Lakes Juice Bar opened at 444 Exchange Street serving juices and paninis.   Vinifera at 44 Linden Street 

is having a grand opening Saturday Feb 26th with a wine bar and tasting rooms in the basement.  He said 

the Opus building on Exchange Street has a new buyer with Climbing Vines out of Dresden expanding 

their operations into our city.  He said there will be a new retail store on Seneca Street selling handbags 

and t-shirts.  He said it is unfortunate that the barbeque restaurant on Castle Street has closed and 

Ciccino’s will no longer be allowing sit down eating in their dining room.  Clr. Burrall announced the First 

Annual Winter Arts and Film Festival the week of Feb 5-12.  He said there will be a restaurant passport 

contest with 16 restaurants participating.  He said that people can get a passport stamped by three of the 

restaurants, and if they turn it in to the BID, they will be put into a drawing for gift baskets, gift cards, and 

other items.  He said there will be an art walk on February 9th from 5:30 to 8:30 at the Left Bank and Dove 

Block Project noting that Jingle in Geneva attracted more than 70 people to their art walk.  He also 

announced the First Annual Geneva Downtown Film Festival on February 11th at 7:00pm at the Smith 

Opera House with free admission.  He said there were 97 films submitted including 4 categories.  He said 

that the submissions came from all over the world including 19 different countries.  Next Clr. Burrall said 

there will be a Downtown Winter Lantern Parade on Saturday Feb 12th at 6:30pm.  He said that lanterns 

can be purchased or attendees can cover themselves in lights or bang a drum with line up at Genesee 

Park at 5:30pm.  He said there will be a lantern making workshop sponsored by the Dove Block Project 

from noon to 2pm on Sunday.  Clr. Burrall said that he and Jim Norwalk delivered more firewood in 

January and he has a donation for the city Shadetree Committee of $150.00 for the Arbor Day 

Celebration, tree planting, and the new nursery on Doran Avenue.  He said the Historic Districts 

Commission and College Livability Task Force did not meet.  Lastly, he said that he wanted to echo the 

comments about participation in the 6th ward interviews, and he is looking forward to the new councilor 

attending next month’s meeting.  He also hopes council can start on filling the supervisor position soon.        

 

Clr. Noone said that he would like to see council hold interviews for the vacant supervisor position the 

week of February 21st, perhaps Wednesday and Thursday.  He said that since the last city council 

meeting, the Police Review Board has had 1 monthly meeting of the full board, 6 committee meetings, and 

a training session.  This month the PRB compiled materials created by all of its different committees over 

the past several months and sent them out for legal review to ensure that they are in accordance with all of 

the relevant laws and collective bargaining agreements.  These materials are all related to how the PRB 

will intake and process complaints.  The next PRB monthly meeting is tomorrow night at 6:30. It will be a 

virtual meeting on Zoom, and it will be streamed live on the city’s YouTube channel.   

Mayor Valentino said that with the exit of the City Manager and City Comptroller, he wanted to thank staff 

for their cohesive effort to keeping the city running.  He said that MRB Group will be stepping in to help the 

Local Development Corporation and the Industrial Development Agency until the City Manager and 

Comptroller positions can be filled.  He said that the Local Development Corporation has funding that they 

are looking for any economic opportunities to help with.   

 



 

 
 

Clr. Camera said that the Railroad Committee is meeting Friday with Tom Harvey from the County and will 

talk about the grant from the Genesee Transportation Council of $120,000 which is for a review of the 

railroad that runs from Manchester to the Welcome Center. 

 

 

9. CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

Acting City Manager Slywka thanked council for her appointment saying that she appreciates their 

patience during the transition.  She said that she can’t thank Sage Gerling and Adam Blowers enough for 

their service to the city.  She announced the first retirement of the year being Sgt. Jeff Keyser with 20 

years with the city.  His last day will be Friday at 1:30pm.  She said that our two new police officers, Aaron 

Douglas and Jonathan Brown will be starting the police academy next Monday.  Ms. Slywka also 

announced that the City Manager search deadline is February 18th, and the same process as before is 

being done beginning with a 30-day notification.  She noted that the process will be transparent, and staff 

is working with a committee of community members.   

 

Clr. Pealer asked about a roster of the committee members, and Mayor Valentino said he would get one 

out as soon as it was complete.  

 

 

10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR NYS GRANT FUNDING 

UNDER THE FEDERAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM FOR ASSURED 

EDGE SOLUTIONS LLC 
 

Mayor Valentino presented the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, Assured Edge Solutions LLC (the “Company”), a processor of excess produce and 

produce by-products and co-packer, proposes to expand its manufacturing and R&D operations within 

the Cornell Agriculture and Food Technology Park in the City of Geneva (the ”City”) and to acquire 

machinery and equipment, furnishings and fixtures, and to incur working capital expenses in 

connection with such expansion (the “Project”); and 

WHEREAS, the Cornell Agriculture and Food Technology Park Corporation (the “Tech Farm”) is 

assisting in the facilitation of the Project and has requested that the City submit an application to the 

New York State Office of Community Renewal (“OCR”) for grant funding under the Community 

Development Block Grant program and provide the OCR funding to the Tech Farm as a grant for the 

purpose of making funding available to the Company to finance a portion of the cost of machinery, 

equipment, furnishings and fixtures,  and working capital expenses to support the Project, and 

WHEREAS, the Project will result in substantial benefit to the City in form of new employment and 

investment in the City, and 



 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City has held a public hearing to obtain citizens’ views regarding the CDBG program 

as administered by OCR and the Project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to submit a grant application on behalf of the City for 

an amount to be determined by OCR consistent with its program guidelines, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor  is hereby authorized to execute a grant agreement between the City and 

the OCR and all related documents associated with the OCR grant, including entering into a grant 

agreement with the Tech Farm for the implementation of the Project and administration of the OCR 

grant, all such documents to be subject to review and approval by the City Attorney, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby designated as the Certifying Officer responsible for all activities 

associated with the federal environmental review process to be completed in conjunction with the 

Project. 

 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Camera 

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved 

ROLL CALL VOTE:   Aye – Mayor Valentino, Clr. Burrall, Clr. Gaglianese, Clr. Noone,  

      Clr. Camera, and Clr. Regan  

                        Nay – Clr. Pealer 

       Absent – Clr. Salamendra 

MOTION CARRIED   

 

 

11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR NYS GRANT FUNDING 

UNDER THE FEDERAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM FOR SOLAR 

HOME FACTORY LLC  

 

Mayor Valentino presented the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, The Solar Home Factory LLC (the “Company”), a manufacturer of solar powered net zero 

modular housing units, proposes to construct a 108,000 +/- square foot manufacturing facility at 33 

Forge Avenue in the City of Geneva (the ”City”) and to acquire machinery and equipment, furnishings 

and fixtures, and to incur working capital expenses in connection with the development of such facility 

(the “Project”); and 

WHEREAS, the Company has requested that the City submit an application to the New York State 

Office of Community Renewal (“OCR”) for grant funding under the Community Development Block 

Grant program for the purpose of making funding available to the Company to finance a portion of the 

cost of machinery, equipment, furnishings and fixtures, and working capital expenses to support the 

Project, and 



 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Project will result in substantial benefit to the City in form of new employment and 

investment in the City, and 

WHEREAS, the City has held a public hearing to obtain citizens’ views regarding the CDBG program 

as administered by OCR and the Project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to submit a grant application on behalf of the City in 

an amount anticipated to be $750,000.00 to the OCR to support the Project, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor  is hereby authorized to execute a grant agreement between the City and 

the OCR and all related documents associated with the OCR grant, including entering into a grant 

agreement with the Company for the implementation of the Project, all such documents to be subject 

to review and approval by the City Attorney, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby designated as the Certifying Officer responsible for all activities 

associated with the federal environmental review process to be completed in conjunction with the 

Project. 

 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Noone; seconded by Clr. Regan 

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (7-1absent)  

 

 

12. LOCAL LAW AMENDING THE PENALTIES FOR LATE PAYMENTS OF WATER CHARGES 

 

Mayor Valentino presented the following local law: 

 

Be it enacted by the City Council of the City of Geneva as follows: 

Section I. The purpose of this local law is to amend the penalties for non-payment of water charges set 

forth in Section 341-15 Subdivision C (1) of the Geneva City Code as authorized by the New 

York State Municipal Home Rule Law. 

 

Section II. The penalties for non-payment of water charges set forth in Section 341-15 Subdivision C (1) 

of the Geneva City Code are hereby amended, as follows: 

Quarterly 

On all bills not paid on or before the first day of the month following the date of issue – 5% penalty on cumulative 

total balance. 

All other terms and conditions of service remain applicable. 



 

 
 

  
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Geneva City Council, hereby and in due form, does 

amend the penalties for non-payment of water charges set forth in Section 341-15 Subdivision C (1) of 

the Geneva City Code. 

This Law to take effect upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Pealer  

MOVED THAT this local law be approved   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (7-1 absent)   

 

 

13. FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 335 ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND 

TRAFFIC” OF THE CITY OF GENEVA MUNICIPAL CODE 

 

Mayor Valentino presented the following ordinance for first reading: 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Geneva, New York that Chapter 335, entitled “Vehicles & 
Traffic” of the City of Geneva Municipal Code be amended as follows: 

 
WHERAS, the current section 335-17, entitled “Parking standing and stopping restrictions."  indicates No 
special parking restrictions for Main Street, North on the east side from Patterson Alley 

 
WHERAS, the City Director of Public Works recommends no parking on the east curb line of North Main Street 
to a point 30 feet north from the north curb line of Patterson Alley, and   

 
That Section 335-17.  entitled “Parking standing and stopping restrictions."  is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

 
Main Street, North: On the east side: No parking from the north curb line of Patterson Alley for a distance of 30 
feet northerly. 

 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Noone; seconded by Clr. Pealer  

MOVED THAT this ordinance be approved for first reading  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (7-1 absent)   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

14. RESOLUTION APPROVING EXTENSION OF SENIOR AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND 

LIMITED INCOME EXEMPTION OPT-IN 

   

Mayor Valentino presented the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, on December 26, 2021 Governor Kathy Hochul issued Executive Order 11.1 that extends Executive 

Order 11, which includes Subdivisions 7, 7-a and 8 of section 459-c of the Real Property Tax Law, and 

subdivisions 5, 5-a, 5-b, 5-c and 6 of section 467 of the Real Property Tax Law, which permits the governing body 

of an assessing unit the ability to adopt a resolution directing the assessor to grant exemptions pursuant to such 

section on the 2022 assessment roll to all property owners who received that exemption on the 2021 assessment 

roll, thereby dispensing with the need for renewal applications from such persons, and further dispensing with the 

requirement for assessors to mail renewal applications to such persons;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that City Council directs the Assessor to extend the 2021 exemption 

status for those individuals receiving the exemptions through 2022 without a renewal application except that the 

assessor may require a renewal application if he believes that an owner that qualified for the 2021 exemption has 

since changed their primary residence, added another owner to the deed, transferred the property to a new owner 

or died; and 

FURTHER, IT BE RESOLVED, that the City Council is authorized to pass such resolution, and that the assessor is 

instructed to take any such necessary actions in the above-described directives; and 

FURTHER, IT BE RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Assessor and the City Clerk. 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Camera 

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (7-1 absent)   

 

 

15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACT WITH THE GENEVA CITY POLICE OFFICERS LOCAL 3471 

COUNCIL 82 FOR 2021-2023 

 

Mayor Valentino presented the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the City has entered into negotiations with the Geneva City Police Officers, Local 3471, 

Council 82 with respect to the 2021-2023 contract pursuant to the Taylor Law, and 

WHEREAS, the Acting City Manager is now recommending that the City Council adopt a three (3) year 

contract for the Geneva City Police Officers, Local 3471, Council 82, the following are the areas of 

proposed modifications: 

• Article 4 - Salaries 

• Article 5 - Longevity 

• Article 8.3- Cover shift 4-2 Schedule 



 

 
 

• Article 8.5 Detective Bureau Staffing 

• Article 8.5(b) add Officer In Charge title  

• Article 8.10- Court & Training meals 

• Article 9.1 Clothing Allowance/Equipment Issue & Standards  

• Article 9.2- Initial Equipment Issue  

• Article 9.4- Uniform of the Season  

• Article 10.1-Holidays 

• Article 10.4 Personal days 

• Article 11 – Health Insurance  

• Article 12- Educational Benefits 

• Article 17- Miscellaneous Provisions 

• Article 23-Time Schedule for Negotiations  

• Article 25 – Compensation Time  

• Article 26-Part-time Police Officers 

• Article 27-Court Liaison Officer  

• MOU: Detectives on Call 
 

WHEREAS, all terms and conditions are referenced in the Attachment-tentative agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Geneva, New York, that the 

above terms be and the same hereby are adopted for the 2021-2023 contract with the Geneva City Police 

Officers, Local 3471, Council 82. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 















 

 
 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Noone; seconded by Clr. Pealer  

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (7-1 absent)    

 

 

16. APPOINTMENTS 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Noone; seconded by Clr. Pealer 

MOVED THAT John Salone be appointed Sixth Ward Councilor  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (7-1 absent)   

 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Regan 

MOVED THAT Alternate, Andrew Spink, fill the vacancy on the Police Budget Advisory 

Board 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (7-1 absent)   

 

 

17. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No public comment was offered at this time. 

 

 

18. ADJOURNMENT 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Noone; seconded by Clr. Pealer 

MOVED THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:05pm 

 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (7-1 absent)  

 
 

 

        Lori Guinan           
        City Clerk 



 

 
 

T H E  G E N E V A  C I T Y  C O U N C I L 

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

February 21, 2022 – 6:00 PM 

City Hall – Second Floor Conference Room 
47 Castle Street 

Geneva, NY  14456 

 
Presiding – Steve Valentino, Mayor 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

Present:    Clr. Regan, Clr. Gaglianese, Clr. Burrall, Clr. Noone, Clr. Pealer, Clr. Camera, and  

     Clr. Salone  

Absent:      Clr. Salamendra  
 

 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Burrall 

MOVED THAT council adjourn to executive session at 6:00pm to conduct District 3 Ontario 
County Supervisor Interviews 

 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent) 
  

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Regan 

MOVED THAT council leave executive session at 7:40pm 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent) 
  

 

3. ADJOURNMENT 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Regan 

MOVED THAT the meeting be adjourned at 7:40pm 

 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent) 

  

 
 

        Lori Guinan           
        City Clerk 



 
 

Director of Public Works 
Joseph Venuti 

CITY HALL- 47 CASTLE STREET- GENEVA, NEW YORK 14456 
(315) 789-3101 - FAX (315) 789-8373 - jvenute@geneva.ny.us - www.cityofgenevany.com 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Geneva City Council 
Agenda Item Briefing 

 
To:   Geneva City Council 
 
From:   Joseph Venuti, Director of Public Works 
 
Meeting Date:  March 2, 2022 
 

Item Title:  Second Reading of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 335 Entitled “Vehicles &  
Traffic” of the City of Geneva Municipal Code 

 
 
            
 
Action Required:  
Change code to include No Parking Here to Corner Signage and allow enforcement of such.  
Install one street sign post and sign. 
 

 
Background: 
163 North Main Street, located on the NE corner of North Main Street and Patterson Alley 
has visitors and residents parking vehicles near Patterson Alley.  A safe line of sight for 
vehicles turning north out of Patterson Alley to North Main Street is reduced by the vehicles 
that are parking close to Patterson Alley.  Requiring a 30 feet parking set back on North Main 
Street, removes the unsafe situation that is currently being observed. One parking space will 
be removed.  
 

 
Financial Impact:  
Less than $200.00 

 



 

ORDINANCE # 3 - 2022 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 335 ENTITLED 
“VEHICLES & TRAFFIC” OF THE CITY OF GENEVA MUNICIPAL CODE 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Geneva, New York that Chapter 335, entitled “Vehicles & 
Traffic” of the City of Geneva Municipal Code be amended as follows: 
 
WHERAS, the current section 335-17, entitled “Parking standing and stopping restrictions."  indicates No special 
parking restrictions for  Main Street, North  on the east side from Patterson Alley 
 
WHERAS, the City Director of Public Works recommends no parking on the east curb line of  North Main Street  
to a point 30 feet north from the north curb line of Patterson Alley, and   
 
That Section 335-17.  entitled “Parking standing and stopping restrictions."  is hereby amended to read  as 
follows: 
 
Main Street, North: On the east side: No parking from the north curb line of Patterson Alley for a distance of 30 
feet northerly. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Concern:  
Looking north east from the median of North Main Street toward Patterson Alley. Vehicles parked near 
the corner of Patterson Alley  creates unsafe and very limited sight distance for vehicles turning north 
from Patterson Alley. 
  
Solution:  
Install  “ no park here to corner” 30 feet to east.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

4th Ward City Councilor Robert “Ken” Camera 
 

CITY HALL- 47 CASTLE STREET- GENEVA, NEW YORK 14456 
(315) 781-2246  -   rkc@geneva.ny.us  -  www.cityofgenevany.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Geneva City Council 
Agenda Item Briefing 

 
To:   Geneva City Council 
 
From:   Clr. Camera 
 
Meeting Date:  March 2, 2022 
 
Item Title:  First Reading of an Ordinance Adding Chapter 111-A to the Geneva City Municipal  

Code Entitled “Private Landlord Registration” 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Action Required: Passage by City Council so that the City may complete this task early on 
in the 2022 budget year.   
 
Background: The City of Geneva is responsible for enforcing City ordinances related to the 
physical condition of its properties.  The physical inspection of residential dwellings is the 
responsibility of the Geneva City Code Inspection office.  The standards of construction and 
maintenance of the structures themselves are established in the 2020 Residential Code of New 
York State (44 Chapters, 20 Appendices) which exists for the benefit of all residents in the City to 
insure safe and attractive structures that together add to the health and well-being of residents and 
depict an attractive City with a well-maintained built environment. 
 
In order for the City to provide oversight in a timely and expeditious way, it needs a complete 
landlord/rental property owner data base. 
 
Alternative: Continued lack of complete landlord contact information that will hamper and delay 
City Staff response to code, nuisance, housing issues that arise.    
 
Financial Impact: This will save the City money by providing a data form for completion by the 
registering landlord/rental property owner.  The City’s costs will be limited to populating and 
maintaining a database which will be more than offset by the fees that registrants will pay.   

 
Attachments: Ordinance. 
 

mailto:rkc@geneva.ny.us
http://www.cityofgenevany.com/


 

 

CITY OF GENEVA  
 

CITY COUNCIL ORDINANCE NO 4-2022 
 

ORDINANCE ADDING CHAPTER 111-A TO THE GENEVA  
CITY MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED “PRIVATE LANDLORD REGISTRATION” 

 
 
WHEREAS it is the policy of the City of Geneva to promote the availability and accessibility of safe housing 
for all persons in the City, and 
 
WHEREAS, Identification of private rental properties in the City and the ownership of said properties is 
incomplete, and 
 
WHEREAS, Creation of a registry of private rental properties in the City will facilitate contact by the City 
with the owners of such properties to resolve code issues, to identify and prosecute nuisances, and resolve 
other matters, in a timely and expeditious manner, and 
 
WHEREAS, Creation of a registry of private rental properties in the City will enable the City to provide 
information to Landlords, Renters, and State and Federal agencies to enable access to financial 
assistance, including funds available regarding COVID-19 impacts, 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GENEVA CITY COUNCIL THAT A NEW CHAPTER SHALL 
BE ADDED TO THE GENEVA CITY MUNICIPAL CODE IDENTIFIED AS CHAPTER 111-A,  

ENTITLED “PRIVATE LANDLORD REGISTRY” 
 
111-A-1  PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this chapter is to establish a procedure for the identification and registration of 

private rental properties, and to ensure that the City of Geneva, hereinafter "City", has a meaningful, 
efficient, and effective means of communicating with the persons and companies who own private rental 
property. This chapter is adopted to promote the health and safety of tenants and residents of the City, and 
to alleviate conditions of substandard housing.  

  
111-A-2   ENFORCEMENT. 
 
This registry shall be enforced by the City Office of Code Enforcement. See § 230-12. Code Enforcement 
Officers and Inspectors. 
 
 
111-A-3 DEFINITIONS 
 

A) REGISTRY AUTHORITY shall mean the City Office of Code Enforcement. 

 

B) PRIVATE LANDLORD shall mean any private person or persons, Corporation, LLC or other entity 

who owns and operates residential rental property or properties in the City as a for profit business. 



 

 

 

C) RENTAL PROPERTY shall mean any Dwelling as defined in §350-2(B) of the Code which is, or 

any part of which is rented or leased by the owner for residential purposes. 

 

D) DWELLING UNIT shall have the same meaning as provided under §350-2(A) of this Code under 

the term “Dwelling”. 

 

111-A 4 REGISTRATION OF PRIVATE LANDLORDS 
A. All Private Landlords shall register with the Registry Authority within ninety (90) days of the 

effective date of this chapter. The registration form shall be known as a "Private Landlord Registration 
Statement", and shall be signed and affirmed under penalty of perjury by the property owner of record, and 
if applicable, the managing agent.  

B. It shall be unlawful for any Private Landlord to offer any unit for rent, or to rent any unit, or to 
allow any rental unit to be occupied after ninety (90) days of the effective date of this chapter without having 
first registered pursuant to this chapter as required herein and payment of the registration fee within the 
time prescribed for such registration and the payment of the registration fee. Failure to receive notice of the 
registration deadline shall not be a defense for failure to register rental property. It is responsibility of the 
Private Landlord to fulfill the requirements of this chapter. 

 
111-A 5 DESIGNATION OF MANAGING AGENT 
 
  A. In the event that a Private Landlord does not reside within twenty (20) miles of the City limits, or 
if the Private Landlord is not a natural person, or if the Private Landlord has employed a Managing agent, 
the Private Landlord shall identify or designate a managing agent.  

B. The managing agent shall be a natural person, eighteen (18) years of age or older, who actually 
resides within twenty (20) miles of the City limits or has a regular place of business within twenty (20) miles 
of the City limits.  

C. The managing agent shall be licensed by the New York State Division of Licensing Services. 
D. The managing agent shall be designated by the Private Landlord as the person responsible for 

and in control of the maintenance and operation of such rental property, and upon whom process may be 
served on behalf of the owner.  

E. Nothing contained in this section shall be construed as preventing a corporation which is an 
owner of real property from designating as its managing agent with respect thereto any officer of such 
corporation who meet the requirements of this subsection as to location of the residence or the place of 
transacting business of the managing agent.  

F. Any designation as managing agent made pursuant to the provisions of this section shall remain 
in full force and effect until changed or terminated as herein provided. 
 
111-A 6 PRIVATE LANDLORD REGISTRATION STATEMENT  
 

A. Every Private Landlord as defined above shall file with the Registry Authority, within ninety (90) 
days after the adoption of this chapter, a Private Landlord Registration Statement on forms to be supplied 
by the Registry Authority, containing the following information: 



 

 

  (1) Property Description: A description of the premises, including: address, number of 
units, number of floors, total number of bedrooms, whether the units are rented or leased, the name listed 
on the property deed, and any other identifying information as requested by the Registry Authority.  

(2) Private Landlord Information: The owner's name, physical address (P.O. Box is not 
acceptable), mailing address, and primary and secondary voice telephone numbers, fax number and an e-
mail address shall be provided.  

(3) Designation of Managing Agent: If a managing agent is required by § 111-A 5, then the 
Private Landlord shall provide the following information: the name, business address, business telephone 
number, and fax number of the managing agent.  

(4) Insurance Information: The name, address, and business telephone number of the 
insurance provider, along with a Certificate of Insurance.  

B. The Private Landlord shall be obligated, at all times, to keep this information updated, and when 
there is a change in any of the requested items (ownership, managing agent, insurance coverage, etc.), the 
Private Landlord shall update the information by amending the Private Landlord Registration Statement 
within thirty (30) days from the date of any such change.  

C. Upon completion, execution and submission of the Private Landlord Registration Statement as 
aforesaid, said registration shall be reviewed by the Registry Authority or their designee for adequacy. 
Should the Registry Authority and/or their designee determine that said application is incomplete for any 
reason, said application shall be marked "rejected" and returned to the filer. A rejected application shall not 
be deemed compliant with the requirements of this article.  

D. Where after filing any Private Landlord Registration Statement in relation to any rental property 
under the applicable provisions of this chapter, a Private Landlord shall have granted or transferred 
his/her/its right, title or interest therein or in any part thereof, the new Private Landlord shall file a new 
Private Landlord Registration Statement with the Registry Authority within thirty (30) days after such grant 
or transfer.  

E. Any designation of the managing agent made pursuant to the applicable provisions of this 
section shall cease to be effective if such agent shall die or be judicially declared incompetent. A Private 
Landlord may terminate such designation by filing with the Registry Authority a sworn written statement 
designating a new managing agent made in conformity with the provisions previously cited.  

F. The Private Landlord Registration Statement shall be signed by the Private Landlord, or if the 
Private Landlord is a corporation, by an officer thereof, or if such owner is a partnership, by a partner 
thereof, and said statements must be sworn to under the penalties of perjury.  

G. If a managing agent is designated pursuant to the applicable provisions of this section, the 
Private Landlord Registration Statement shall also be signed by said managing agent.  

H. Any such Private Landlord Registration Statement or designation of a managing agent shall be 
deemed prima facie proof of the statements therein contained, in any criminal or civil prosecution instituted 
by the City or by any proper prosecutorial agency against the owner or managing agent of a rental property. 
111-A 7 PRIVATE LANDLORD REGISTRY 

 
A) The City Office of Code Enforcement shall maintain a Private Landlord Registry, listing all 

Rental Property within the City, the name, address, telephone number and e-mail contact information of 

each owner of such Private Rental Property. 

111-A 8 REGISTRATION FEE 
 

Private Landlords subject to this Chapter shall pay a one-time fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for 
registration of each Rental Property consisting of four or fewer Dwelling Units and One Hundred Dollars 



 

 

($100.00) for each registration of a Rental Property consisting of five or more such Dwelling Units. Said 
Registration Fee shall be paid to the City Clerk. 

 
Upon change of ownership of a Rental Property, the new Landlord shall register as required by 

Section 111-A 6, D above, and pay the registration fee described above within 30 days of the date of 
transfer.   
 
111-A 9 AMENDMENTS TO REGISTRATIONS 
 

Private Landlords shall maintain correct information in the Registry. No fee shall be charged for 
necessary amendments. 

 
111-A 10  PENALTIES  
 

Private Landlords who fail to register ownership of any Rental Property as required by Chapter 
shall be guilty of a violation and subject to a fine, not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100,00) per month 
that such failure to register such Rental Property continues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Office of the City Manager 
 

CITY HALL- 47 CASTLE STREET- GENEVA, NEW YORK 14456 
(315) 789-6104 - sgerling@geneva.ny.us - www.cityofgenevany.com 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Geneva City Council 
Agenda Item Briefing 

 
To:   Geneva City Council 
 
From:   Steve Valentino, Mayor 
 
Meeting Date:  March 2, 2022 
 

          Item Title:   Resolution Scheduling a Public Hearing in Connection with the Adoption of Local Law #3-

2022 Creating Staggered Terms of Office for Members of the Geneva City Council 

 
              
 
Action Required: 
Approval of a resolution establishing a public hearing for the April 6, 2022 City Council meeting to hear public 
feedback on the proposed local law #3-2022 to stagger mayor and city council terms of office 
 
Background: 
Staggering the terms of office for the mayor and councilors would ensure there would always be experienced 
councilors sitting on the city council who are familiar with current operations of the city and any issues before 
council. 
 
A public hearing is required before a local law can be considered.  The local law that will come before council at the 
April meeting will amend the city charter and be subject to a mandatory referendum in November 
 

Financial Impact: 
N/A  
 
Attachments:  
Draft of local law #3-2022  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Local Law # 3 – 2022 

Local Law Staggering the Terms of City Councilors and the Mayor 

BE IT ENACTED, by the City Council of the City of Geneva as follows:   

The Geneva City Charter, approved by referendum, effective January 1,1974, as 

amended thereafter, is hereby further amended to change the method of election of members of 

the Geneva City Council. 

Section I – Purpose 

The purpose of this law is to stagger the terms of Geneva City Council members and the Mayor so all City 

Councilors do not come up for election in the same year. 

Section II – Elective Officers; terms 

Geneva City Council members and the Mayor shall be elected in stages beginning with the 2023 general 

election.  The Mayor and the two City Councilors at large shall be elected to a term of three years in the 

2023 general election. City Councilors representing City Wards 1, 2, and 3 shall be elected to a term of two 

years in the 2023 general election.  City Councilors representing wards 4, 5, and 6 shall be elected to a 

term of four years in the 2023 general election.  Every general election thereafter, all City Councilors and 

the Mayor shall be elected for terms of four years.  It is the intent of this local law, which is subject to 

mandatory referendum, to stagger the terms of office for City Councilors and the Mayor so all City 

Councilors and the Mayor do not come up for election in the same year.   

Section III – That the City Charter provision in conflict herewith specifically Article 2, Section 2.1 pertaining 

to elected officials is hereby amended. 

Section IV – Effective Date 

This local law shall become operative only if approved at the November 8, 2022 general election by the 

affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the City of Geneva voting upon the proposition in 

the above matter, and as prescribed by law. 

Abstract of Proposition 

Shall the City of Geneva Local Law # 3 – 2022 Staggering the Terms of Geneva City Councilors and the 

Mayor be approved? 

 

 



 

8/10/ 

 
RESOLUTION # 10 - 2022 

 
RESOLUTION SCHEDULING A PUBLIC HEARING IN CONNECTION  

WITH THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW 3-2022 CREATING 
STAGGERED TERMS OF OFFICE FOR MEMBERS OF THE GENEVA CITY COUNCIL. 

 
 
 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Geneva to ensure continuity and stability of its City 
Council, and 

 
WHEREAS, currently all Geneva City Councilors are elected for four year terms every four years in the 
same general election, and 
 
WHEREAS, staggering the terms of office of City Councilors would ensure there would always be 
experienced Councilors sitting on the City Council familiar with operation of the City, issues before the 
Council, and City Council procedures, and 
 
WHEREAS, in furtherance of said goals, Mayor Steve Valentino proposes the adoption of local law 3-2022 
directing that the terms of office of Geneva City Councilors and the City Mayor shall be staggered so all 
City Councilors and the Mayor do not come up for election in the same year, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Municipal Home Rule Law requires a Public Hearing be held before a local law is 
adopted. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a public hearing be held on April 6, 2022 at 7:00p.m. 
pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law concerning proposed local law 3-2022 submitted herewith. 
 

 



 
 

Office of the City Clerk  
Lori Guinan 

CITY HALL- 47 CASTLE STREET- GENEVA, NEW YORK 14456 
(315) 789-2603 - FAX (315) 789-0604 - lguinan@geneva.ny.us - www.cityofgenevany.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To:     Clr. Camera and Clr. Gaglianese 
From:     Lori Guinan, City Clerk 
Date:     March 2, 2022 
Subject:    Appointments for Council Meeting 

 
 
Amara Dunn needs to be reappointed to the Police Budget Advisory Board. 
 
Don Wheeler needs to be reappointed as a Fire Commissioner for the Hydrant Hose Fire 
Department 
 
Marc Lathy needs to be reappointed to the Human Rights Commission 
 
Anne Nenneau needs to be reappointed to the IDA and Jason Fulton needs to be appointed to 
the IDA 


