City of Geneva, NY Green Committee Minutes, 2024 April 16, Welcome Center
Present: Richard Cox (Co-Chair), Anne Hoyt (Co-Chair), Marcia Cullen, Julia Hoyle, Larry Campbell, Jason Rearick, Pat Keefe, Pat Wallace

AH has attended Council meetings; the City relies on the Green Committee volunteer weeders and BID (Business Improvement District) for maintaining the Lakefront Park (among BID’s other responsibilities). BID’s Director, Catherine Price, didn’t submit their quarterly report by Jan 15th; the City withheld its quarterly payment for BID’s services rendered. A resolution to move those funds from the 2023 budget to the 2024 budget to pay BID was before the Council at their April 3rd meeting. Council unanimously approved the transfer of BID funds.

AH: an independent volunteer, with Joe Venuti’s approval to operate at the Lakefront Park, destroyed some of the plantings, upsetting Jim Norwalk and Jill Byington. We are benefited by Jill’s Master Gardener expertise and adherence to the Park Plan. This is a Park with overall organization and a Plan, not someone’s personal garden to do with as they please. We will encourage Joe to meet with Jill to get on the same page.

AH: Joe followed our advice and hired Jim Engle to manage the Routes 5&20 medians with selective spraying and Park invasives w/o using glyphosate. AH will write a FLT article to explain the sprays.

Mission Zero:
PW is asking HWS students to help, and checking with Jennifer Grant to see if her kids are able to help with children’s activities. (They are not.) One vendor asked for the actual table measurements. Jacob Fox got a grant for compost bins to give to the Town and City of Geneva residents. He’ll transport ~20 to MZ, then take names of residents who’re interested after the supply runs out.

PW will find FLI Slentz’s VA form; ask Fix-It #chairs/tables; Children’s hours va form, panel tour; bring potting soil, yogurt cups, and some seeds for planting in cups.

PW: Jim Norwalk will supply seeds for the seed bombs.

RC will get actual table measurements.

Tarps will be brought by AH (2) and MC (1) for use under seed activities.

RC: Dave at the rink thinks he can supply a van and driver to pick up the tables 4/26/24 form the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches.

Set-up crew Friday evening: Julia, Marcia, Patricia, Jennifer, et al.
Break-down crew Sat afternoon: Jason, Patricia, et al.

PK: can we get the HS football team to help?
PW: will ask students, then ask Katie Flowers if any students need volunteer credits, then ask the women’s rowing team if they would help for a donation.

RC asked Dr. Tom Drennen and _?_ about an HWS solar farm tour. If we do this, it would require another van and driver (besides going to Solar Village).
Someone: what about a different solar array, such as the State St panels?
PW will ask Children’s Hours (who own that property) about that idea and request their completed Vendor Agreement form.

AH: met with Emily DeBolt, Seneca Lake Pure Waters’ new Director, a knowledgeable transplant from the Lake George Association’s Lake Friendly Living outreach program who has ideas of a Lakefront tour and Raingarden Workshop on May 28th. May is Water Quality Month. Emily is meeting with Geneva Public Library Director Frank Sykes to coordinate a rain garden demonstration. FLTimes Executive Editor Mike Cutillo okayed AH writing another column regarding dealing with excess rain runoff via rain barrels and rain gardens for the public.

RC: May 18th is our Native Plant Sale. The May 28th activities can be highlighted then.

RC: Dave (at the rink) has ~45 chairs for us. I’m still talking to Mike and Bud about bringing EV’s. Liz Toner isn’t interested in representing the Geneva Farmers Market at MZ.

RC, AH, PK, and PW attended HWS President Mark Gearan’s announcement Thu that HWS has attained net carbon neutrality, after which RC talked to two of the alumnae about MZ. The Sustainability Coordinator position left vacant for more than a year is not going to be re-filled (despite transitioning from two Deans to four).

Next meeting: Tue 4/23/24, 5:30, probably same location. Need to create a master key for tabling vendors and numbered list of same.
