
Minutes
City of Geneva Shade Tree Committee
Thursday April 18th, 2024 Noon
Finger Lakes Welcome Center Conference Room


Present:	Joe Venuti, John Brennan, James Norwalk, Tom Burrall, Jeremy Busch, Jay Freer, Charlie Rouse, Daisy Hoyt, James McCorkle, Jim Engel

Guest:	David West-Geneva City Planner

Approval:	Minutes for the March 28th meeting approved

Old Business:
	
· Membership updates:

The recent turnover of the City Clerk has made the record keeping for current membership and recent appointments difficult to organize. We will need clarification and possible reappointments of certain committee members by the City Manager to clarify our current membership. At least by our records we only have one open seat right now.

· Jim Norwalk is in the process of updating the tree database with 2023 tree removal and tree planting information with Mark Perry. Joe Venuti reports that tree stumps of fall removals will be ground out in the Spring of 2024. No further updates. 

· No update on the three FLT articles Jim Norwalk is writing on the creation and use of the tree database, the creation of the tree nursery, and the problem tree species in Geneva. 

· New NYSEG trees and other problem trees:

Jim Norwalk provided the following information to the committee

99 St. Clair St., tree #7694 Norway Maple, 26” dia. REMOVED 2024

141 North Exchange St., tree #9523 Callery Pear, REMOVE looks like ash species
 
40 Elmwood, 10 Delancey, have dead hawthorns which were donated by NYSEG and transplanted as bare root saplings. REMOVE

23 Norwood Ave. new ‘Winter King’ hawthorn has a few leaves emerging as of 8/17/23. PLEASE WATER AND MONITOR.

115 N. Main. ‘Snow Goose” cherry is dead. REMOVE

64 West St. Serviceberry has emergent leaves. PLEASE WATER AND MONITOR.

13 Columbia St. PRUNE 

246 William St. NO OBSERVABLE ISSUE

114 N Main St. tree #3066 Sugar Maple. Jay Freer request this be added to the REMOVAL list.
Jeremy Busch observed new DRI trees on the east and west sides of Exchange St (Baroody’s and FLX Live) have had the leaders pruned without consultation. The City has not indicated that they will investigate this type of municipal issue. He noticed the ‘Redmond’ Basswood (#1918) needs to be straightened or otherwise secured to get it to grow upright. He also called attention to a new tree planted in the lawn at the FLCC campus along William St. has been located surprisingly close to a mature Honey Locust (#2528) there. Googlemaps shows the new tree was placed at least by November 2022. 

Jay Freer would like an update on the planting plan for the 2 disease-resistant American Elms he purchased, which are now in root control bags at the city nursery.

The is no update on the tree planting suggestions for the Dunkin Donut project (Exchange and North Sts.) or the lakefront tunnel.

Charlie Rouse decided he won’t conduct follow-up inquiries to receipient homeowners about Arbor Day tree giveaway outcomes, as previously proposed.

	Jim Norwalk reiterated that every Shade Tree Committee agenda has a reminder statement describing proper methods for guiding citizen request for tree work. Joe Venuti said that emails to complaint@geneva.ny.us get routed to both the Engineering Dept. and Code enforcement administration who then distribute messages accordingly.
 
New Business: 

· Arbor Day 2024 Planning:
Giveaway species:

30 Autumn Brilliance Serviceberry
10 White Pine
20 Tulip Poplar
20 Red Maple
10 Paper Birch
15 Arrowwood Viburnum

Daisy Hoyt agreed to write up the species data and care sheets
Promotion will be made in the Finger Lakes Times including DIGNY instructions, on the city website, and social media such as Facebook.
Tom Burrall asked that promotional fliers for firewood sales be passed out with tree info. We will also advertise Shade Tree Committee membership. 
Event staff volunteers: Charlie Rouse, James McCorkle, Daisy Hoyt, Jim Norwalk, Jay Freer.  
Saturday April 20th HWS Day of Service volunteers:
Jim Engel and Jim Norwalk will do some prep work at the nursery before we host 9 to 15 volunteers to prefill root control bags at the city nursery at 11AM on April 20th.  Jim Norwalk and Charlie Rouse volunteered to supervise the event. More help would be appreciated. We will need to make sure the root control bags, topsoil, and biosolid compost are at the nursery. We will need to provide 5-gallon buckets, bucket sleeves for bag filling, and shovels. Student volunteers are instructed to wear work clothes and boots, work gloves, and other weather-appropriate clothing. 
· Daisy Hoyt will assist the BID to replace a dead Redbud in the flower bed on the SE corner of Seneca and Scott LaFaro Sts.
Next Meeting: Thursday May 16th, 2024 NOON at the Geneva Visitor’s Center Conference Room.

